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28 Feb 

Important News from The Hindu: 
• Vietnam and India to discuss South China Sea 
• [Important for: IP, IR] 

• Maldives rejects invite for naval exercise 
• [Important for: Defence] 

• CRDA inks MoUs with 37 investors 
• [Important for: Business] 

+++++++++++ 

Contract farming Bill to also cover services, marketing 
https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/todays-paper/article22873168.ece 

Key pointers: 

• The Agriculture Ministry has broadened the scope of the proposed Contract Farming Bill 
by bringing marketing and services into its ambit. 

• The States’ role in regulating the sector has been reduced. 
The State’s role will be limited to protecting the interests of farmers and others who enter 
into contract with sponsors.  

• Similarly, the modified Bill doesn’t call for notification of commodities for which 
farmers and contract sponsors can get into a contract as envisaged in the previous draft. 

Major objectives of the Bill: 

• Giving price protection to farmers. 
• Setting up a Board to promote contract farming at the State level, and 
• Creating a mechanism at district and taluka levels to legally record all contracts.  

Main focus: 

• The Act needs to be passed by State Assemblies to become law in those States. 
• The bill was drafted by a committee led by Ashok Dalwai, CEO of the National Rainfed 

Agricultural Authority. 
• The Act is trying to create a competitive market and level playing field for both the 

public and private sector. 

FATF places Pakistan on its watch list 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/vietnam-india-to-discuss-south-china-sea/article22872633.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/maldives-rejects-invite-for-naval-exercise/article22872688.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/apcrda-inks-mou-with-37-investors/article22873124.ece
https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/todays-paper/article22873168.ece
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Going grey: on Pakistan and the FATF watch list  
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/going-grey/article22870607.ece 

The “Healthy States, Progressive India” report 
Introduction: 

The “Healthy States, Progressive India” report has been released recently.  
The focus has been on the performance and annual progress of states and Union territories on a 
myriad of health indicators.  

About the report: 

• The comprehensive Health Index report titled, “Healthy States, Progressive India” was 
released by NITI Aayog. 

• The report ranks states and Union territories innovatively on their year-on-year 
incremental change in health outcomes, as well as, their overall performance with respect 
to each other.  

• It is the first attempt to establish an annual systematic tool to measure and understand the 
heterogeneity and complexity of the nation’s performance in Health.  

• The report has been developed by NITI Aayog, with technical assistance from the World 
Bank, and in consultation with the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare (MoHFW), 

http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/going-grey/article22870607.ece
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• There are large gaps between states.  
The gap between the best-performing states and the least-performing states.(Refer Image) 
Two-thirds of our citizens live in states with an overall score less than 60. 

• Incremental performance reveals that there has been a decline in performance on some 
states: While most states have registered an increase in their health index in 2015-16 
relative to 2014-15, six states’ scores have declined—Kerala, Haryana, Gujarat, 
Karnataka, Himachal Pradesh, and Uttarakhand.  

• India has made significant strides in achieving the goals set out under the UN-SDG and 
our own National Health Policy.  
Some of our states have already met or exceeded the goals a decade ahead of 2030. 

Conclusion: 

Measures like upgrading and setting up of health and wellness centres under the Ayushman 
Bharat Scheme, the National Health Protection Scheme and annual publication of the Index and 
its availability on public domain on a dynamic basis will help us realize the goal of “good health 
and well-being” for all citizens(SDG3). 

National Health Protection Scheme: Challenges 
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Background: 

The National Health Protection Scheme (NHPS), announced in the latest budget, is being hailed 
as the world’s largest public healthcare programme, which will cover about 40 per cent of India’s 
population. While any public effort at providing free healthcare to the poor is welcome, this is 
not the first public health insurance programme in the country.  
Many states, including Maharashtra, Karnataka, Rajasthan, Andhra Pradesh, Goa and Tamil 
Nadu, have successfully implemented health insurance programmes, easily covering over 50 
crore people. 

•  Identification of the initial 10 crore families- 
Any criteria, other than family income, will cause a huge discontent.  
How will a village-level functionary select 40 per cent of the people and leave out the rest? Will these 
remaining families be covered later?  
The government could alternately consider a universal roll-out for all the poor households, even at a 
lower level of maximum insurance cover, depending on the resource availability. 

 

Way forward: 

• Implementation of such a large health insurance scheme will require humongous 
preparation in the creation of infrastructure such as central data centre, software 
development, data entry, issuance of health cards, call centers for pre-authorisation, and 
claims settlement, hospital accreditation and online accounting.  

• Trained personnel (aarogya mitra) must be posted in each of the participating hospitals. 

Conclusion: 

Insurance-based intervention in the health sector can only be a partial solution. The government 
cannot, and must not, abdicate its responsibility of providing a high-quality and affordable 
public health infrastructure.  

 

The 1947 singularity 

The Hindu 

Cornered by the quad 

The Hindu 

Into priesthood 

The Hindu 

Counting every household 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/the-1947-singularity/article22872573.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/cornered-by-the-quad/article22872575.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/into-priesthood/article22872584.ece
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Indian Express 

The rising agrarian distress 

Livemint 
 

27 FEB  

•  A royal salute to India’s religious plurality 
•  [Important for: Polity]  

•  ICAI favours existing audit mechanism 
•  [Important for: Economy]  

•  Do not deny cover for genetic defect: HC 
•  [Important for: Polity] 

Social media executives for each district in India 

Key pointers: 

• For sharper delivery of the government’s message to the citizens, the Ministry of 
Information & Broadcasting (I&B) has approved the hiring of 716 social media 
executives, one for each district of the country. 

• Their primary responsibility will be to analyse local news media and help the government 
adapt the message according to the responses to it. 

• The responsibility of these executives will be to “monitor local editions of newspapers, 
local cable channels, local audio channels and important local social media handles for 
important local developments”. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/social-media-executives-to-monitor-local-
news/article22861496.ece 

Mass nesting by Olive ridley turtles 

Key pointers: 

• Olive ridley turtles, the endangered species has created an all-time record of mass nesting 
at the Rushikulya rookery coast in the Ganjam district of Odisha this year.  

• Major nesting sites in Odisha: 
The Gahirmatha beach 
The mouth of the Debi river  
The Rushikulya rookery coast in the Ganjam district 

• The Gahirmatha beach is the largest mass nesting site for olive ridley turtles along the 
Indian coastline, followed by the rookery at the mouth of the Rushikulya river. 

• Reason behind more nesting- 
This year, sea waves and winds have widened a portion of the beach near the Rushikulya 

http://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/counting-every-household-in-reserve-bank-of-india-5080726/
http://www.livemint.com/Opinion/A4w6VLUHthnpGb6kPsIprJ/The-rising-agrarian-distress-in-India.html
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/jordan-backs-indias-moderate-islam/article22861488.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-business/icai-favours-existing-audit-mechanism/article22861417.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/do-not-deny-cover-for-genetic-defect-hc/article22861489.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/social-media-executives-to-monitor-local-news/article22861496.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/social-media-executives-to-monitor-local-news/article22861496.ece
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rookery. A sandbar was eroded entirely, and its sand was deposited on the coast, 
widening a stretch of the beach and increasing its height. This is the region where a large 
number of nestings took place this year. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/in-a-record-over-4-lakh-olive-ridleys-nest-at-
rushikulya/article22861468.ece 

Artificial Intelligence: Potential Benefits & Risks 
Applications in Indian context: 

The potential benefits are plenty, from basic sectors like healthcare, governance and economy to 
the specialized ones like foreign policy and defence and security. 

• Reforms in governance- 
AI can actually help with process optimization and cost savings for the government, in 
addition to solving some strategic problems or assisting in decision making.  

• India has one of the world’s largest automotive industries, with a significant production 
and consumption base. AI applications have vast scope in the automotive sector, ranging 
from enhancing fuel efficiency to passenger safety to the concept of self-driving vehicles. 

• AI can augment the potential of government and private sector to deliver healthcare 
services and products with improved drug safety, better diagnosis and analysis of clinical 
reports for preventive and accurate treatment.  
More advanced applications of AI extend to the domains of foreign, defence and security 
policies.  

• Defence and foreign policy decisions are based on immense cognitive and intangible 
skillsets.  
As AI evolves further, it could play a vital role in analyzing large data sets, intelligence 
inputs, imagery from satellites or other airborne platforms etc.  
Such detailed analyses can supplement individual and organisational ability during 
bilateral or multilateral negotiations, and military standoffs or geopolitical conflicts.  

 
Stemming the tide of agrarian distress 

The Hindu 

The power of persuasion 

The Hindu 
 

New dynamic in the Northwest 

Indian Express 
 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/in-a-record-over-4-lakh-olive-ridleys-nest-at-rushikulya/article22861468.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/in-a-record-over-4-lakh-olive-ridleys-nest-at-rushikulya/article22861468.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/stemming-the-tide-of-agrarian-distress/article22861450.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/the-power-of-persuasion/article22861436.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/the-power-of-persuasion/article22861436.ece
http://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/india-pakistan-financing-terror-groups-fatf-new-dynamic-in-the-north-west-5079350/
http://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/india-pakistan-financing-terror-groups-fatf-new-dynamic-in-the-north-west-5079350/
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National Income in India: What’s really growing? 

Business Line  

+++++ 
 

All India Radio News Summary: 27 FEBRUARY 2018 

 

1. Chilika Lake in Odisha has emerged as the single largest habitat of Irrawaddy 
dolphins 

The Chilika Lake in Odisha has emerged as the single largest habitat of Irrawaddy dolphins in 
the world with the spotting of 155 such animals. 

The number is more compared to last year’s figure of around 100 dolphins during the annual 
census. 

2. Telangana government announced five lakh rupees health-cum-life insurance 
scheme for farmers in the state 

• The state government has decided to provide health -cum- life insurance scheme to all 
farmers in the state. 

• The premium of health cum life insurance scheme of farmers will be fully borne by the 
government, benefitting 70 lakh farmers. 

• The health incurrence cover will be made available in case of hospitalisation and the 
amount will be paid to the family in case of farmer’s accidental as well as natural death. 

• An allocation of 500 crore rupees also has been made available in the upcoming budget 
for implementation of the scheme. 

• The announcement came when the state Government is getting ready to implement the 
Farm Input Support Scheme from the coming Kharif season.  

Farm Input Support Scheme: 

• The scheme’s objective is to relieve farmers from taking loans from moneylenders by 
giving them Rs 4,000 per acre for the kharif and rabi seasons. 

• It is envisaged that the farmer will use this money for purchase of inputs ranging from 
seeds to fertilisers to machinery and hired labour. 

• The farmer is free to grow a crop of his choice and sell it anytime in a mandi of his 
choice. 

• This model is crop-neutral, more equitable, more transparent, and gives farmers the 
freedom to choose. 

• Incidentally, China has a similar scheme: It gives aggregate input subsidy support on a 
per acre basis. 

3. Government is working with the mission of Transforming India from an old 

https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/article22862269.ece
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civilisation into a modern society – Second India-Korea Business Summit 

Highlights of PM speech 

• Government is working with the mission of Transforming India from an old civilization 
into a modern society and from an informal economy into a formal economy.  

• Pitched for foreign investments saying India is one of the most open economies in the 
world. 

• The country is on a de-regulation and de-licensing drive. India is already the third-largest 
economy in terms of purchasing power and very soon, it will become the world’s fifth-
largest economy by nominal GDP. 

• India is among the very few countries where people have three important factors of 
economy – Democracy, Demography and Demand together. 

• There is huge scope for collaboration between Indian and Korean IT industries. 
• Collaboration can be expended in fields like Energy, Smart Cities, Shipping and 

Railways. 

4. Finance Ministry directed Public Sector Banks (PSBs) to probe all Non-Performing 
Assets (NPA) accounts 

Finance Ministry directed Public Sector Banks (PSBs) to probe all Non-Performing Assets 
(NPA) accounts of over 50 crore rupees for possible fraud and accordingly report the cases to 
CBI. 

The direction comes amid state-owned lender PNB reporting 12,700 crore rupees fraud through 
alleged fraudulent misuse of letters of undertaking by  jeweller and associates. 

5. Fighting has continued in Syria’s rebel-held Eastern Ghouta area 

The United Nations says, fighting has continued in Syria’s rebel-held Eastern Ghouta area 
outside Damascus, despite a five-hour pause ordered by Russia. 

6. King of Jordan arrived in New Delhi on a three day visit. 

The King of Jordan Abdullah-II bin Al-Hussein arrived in New Delhi tonight on a three-day 
visit. The King will be accompanied by a business delegation. 

During the visit, India and Jordan will discuss the entire gamut of bilateral relations as well as 
regional and international issues of mutual interest. 

7. Infrastructure development, especially in rural areas, is one of the highest priorities 
of the government – 3rd annual meeting of AIIB 

• Finance Minister said, infrastructure development, especially in rural areas, is one of the 
highest priorities of the government. 

• The logo of the 3rd annual meeting of Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) in 
New Delhi was unveiled. 

• India aspires not only the sense of conventional Infrastructure but also rural Infrastructure 
to be developed to an extent whether quality of life of its people does improve 
effectively. 
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• AIIB will play an important role in development of Infrastructure in the country. 

8. A first of its kind, Aviation Multi Skill Development Centre is inaugurated at the 
Chandigarh 

• The centre is a Corporate Social Responsibility initiative of the Airports Authority of 
India. 

• It is set up in collaboration with the National Skill Development Corporation and 
supported by the Aerospace and Aviation Sector Skill Council of India. 

• The centre will train youth in 8 Aviation job roles over the next three years. 

9. United Nations Secretary General Antonio Guterres has called for a new global 
effort to get rid of nuclear weapons 

• At the Conference on Disarmament at the UN complex in Geneva, Mr Guterres said, 
many states still wrongly think that nuclear weapons make the world safer. 

• There is great and justified anxiety around the world about the threat of nuclear war and 
countries must work towards forging a new momentum on eliminating nuclear weapons. 

• The Conference on Disarmament is the world’s main forum for nuclear disarmament, but 
since 1996 it has been deadlocked by disagreements and distrust between rival nuclear 
powers. 

 

26 FEB 

Important News from The Hindu: 
• Centre may enact law against fugitives 
• [Important for: Polity, Economy] 

• Is the endgame for NPAs in sight? 
• [Important for: Economy] 

• Rustom-2 UAV takes to the skies 
• [Important for: Defence] 

• Lithium ion batteries charge up rural houses 
• [Important for: Energy Harvesting] 

Ombudsman scheme for NBFCs 

Ombudsman Scheme for Non-Banking Financial Companies, 2018 

Key pointers: 

• The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) issued an ombudsman scheme for non-banking finance 
companies (NBFCs), offering a grievance redressal mechanism for their customers. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/centre-may-enact-law-against-fugitives/article22853537.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-business/is-the-endgame-for-npas-in-sight/article22853468.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/rustom-2-uav-takes-to-the-skies/article22853517.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-business/lithium-ion-batteries-charge-up-rural-houses/article22853456.ece
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• An officer at the RBI not below the rank of general manager will be appointed by the 

regulator as the ombudsman with territorial jurisdiction being specified by the central 
bank.  

http://www.livemint.com/Industry/BG7ua6a49aPlvQojwmIBnM/RBI-releases-ombudsman-scheme-
for-NBFCs.html 

Waste to wealth: In rural areas 

Govt plans online platform for trading in farm, animal waste  

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Sunday said the government plans to set up an online platform 
for trading in cow dung and agricultural waste under its recently announced waste-to-wealth 
scheme. 

Urging people to make use of the Gobar-Dhan (galvanising organic bio agro resources) scheme 
announced in the Budget, he said it has the potential to create new jobs linked to waste 
collection, transportation, biogas sales, etc. 

https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/todays-paper/tp-news/article22854125.ece 

Achieving the goal of doubling farmers’ income by 2022 
In news: 

The ministry of agriculture and farmers welfare recently organized conference to prepare a 
strategy for doubling farm income by 2022. 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi emphasized on four ideas:  

• Reducing the cost of inputs. 
• Ensuring remunerative prices. 
• Reducing wastage at the farm level. 
• Creating alternative sources of income. 

Regulating the future 

The Hindu 

Can banking recover 

The Hindu 

Lives of others 

Indian Express 

Lawmakers with perks 

http://www.livemint.com/Industry/BG7ua6a49aPlvQojwmIBnM/RBI-releases-ombudsman-scheme-for-NBFCs.html
http://www.livemint.com/Industry/BG7ua6a49aPlvQojwmIBnM/RBI-releases-ombudsman-scheme-for-NBFCs.html
https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/todays-paper/tp-news/article22854125.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/regulating-the-future/article22853485.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/can-banking-recover/article22853477.ece
http://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/lives-of-others-organ-donation-5078083/
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India and Brazil’s role in the bioeconomy 

Livemint 

Waste is best managed by monetising it 

Business Line 
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Important News from The Hindu: 
• India, China hold talks ahead of SCO summit 
• [Important for: IP, IR] 

• ‘Competition via commercial mining of coal will 
enhance energy security’ 

• [Important for: Economy] 

• ‘Oil, lower than expected GST revenue, risks’ 
• [Important for: Economy] 

• IIT Delhi researchers develop scar-tissue model for 
screening drugs 

• [Important for: Science Tech.] 

• Physics theory explains patterns of deforestation in 
the tropics 

• [Important for: Environment & Ecology] 

• IIT Bombay fabricates wearable sensor for monitoring 
movement 

• [Important for: Science Tech.] 

• New plant species from West Bengal 
• [Important for: Environment & Ecology] 

All India Radio News Summary : 25 FEBRUARY 2018 

 

1. UNSC has unanimously demanded a 30-day ceasefire in Syria with the backing of 

http://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/lawmakers-with-perks-office-of-profit-delhi-aap-arvind-kejriwal-government-election-commission-5078093/
http://www.livemint.com/Opinion/fX4qFoxOu2FanRNvB4noEP/India-and-Brazils-role-in-the-bioeconomy.html
https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/article22854144.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/india-china-hold-talks-ahead-of-sco-summit/article22848006.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-business/competition-via-commercial-mining-of-coal-will-enhance-energy-security/article22848107.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-business/competition-via-commercial-mining-of-coal-will-enhance-energy-security/article22848107.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-business/oil-lower-than-expected-gst-revenue-risks/article22848120.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-features/tp-sci-tech-and-agri/iit-delhi-researchers-develop-scar-tissue-model-for-screening-drugs/article22848046.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-features/tp-sci-tech-and-agri/iit-delhi-researchers-develop-scar-tissue-model-for-screening-drugs/article22848046.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-features/tp-sci-tech-and-agri/physics-theory-explains-patterns-of-deforestation-in-the-tropics/article22848032.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-features/tp-sci-tech-and-agri/physics-theory-explains-patterns-of-deforestation-in-the-tropics/article22848032.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-features/tp-sci-tech-and-agri/iit-bombay-fabricates-wearable-sensor-for-monitoring-movement/article22848048.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-features/tp-sci-tech-and-agri/iit-bombay-fabricates-wearable-sensor-for-monitoring-movement/article22848048.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-features/tp-sci-tech-and-agri/new-plant-species-from-west-bengal/article22848044.ece
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Russia 

With Russia’s backing, the United Nations Security Council has unanimously demanded a 30-
day ceasefire in Syria to allow for humanitarian aid deliveries and medical evacuations. 

• The resolution, demanding the ceasefire without delay, was adopted, as the Syrian 
government forces pounded the rebel-held enclave of Eastern Ghouta where more than 
500 people have been killed in seven days. 

• The resolution said, the ceasefire will not apply to operations against the Islamic State or 
Al-Qaeda, along with individuals, groups, undertakings and entities associated with the 
terror groups. 

• This would allow the Syrian government’s offensive to continue against Al-Qaeda-linked 
terrorists in Idlib, the last province in Syria outside the control of Damascus. 

2. Highlights of PM Mann Ki Baat programme 

• The Prime Minister said, technologies like artificial intelligence must ensure the welfare 
of the poor, the underprivileged and the needy.  

• Scientists to find out how Artificial intelligence can help in improving the lives of 
Divyangjans, and how it can be better used to predict natural disasters and improve health 
services. 

• India has produced many great scientists from Bodhayan, Bhaskar, Bramhagupta and 
Aryabhatt to Sir CV Raman, Sir Jagdish Chandra Bose, Satyenda Nath Bose and 
Hargobind Khurana. 

• PM stressed on pro-activeness and preparedness for public safety during crisis. People 
need to be aware about safety. Barring natural disasters many accidents happen because 
of human error. 

• GOBAR Dhan initiative, which was announced in the Budget as part of the Swachh 
Bharat Mission, nearly 30 lakh tonnes of cow dung, which  is produced on a daily basis, 
can be used to generate energy and for making Compost. 

• The Prime Minister urged entrepreneurs and women living in rural areas to create Self 
Help Groups and cooperative societies for the GOBAR DHAN initiative, which will give 
a source of income for the rural population. 

• Kachra Mahostav, recently held in Chhattisgarh,was also being mentioned. The festival 
created awareness about creatively using urban waste and re-use of garbage. 

• The dream of New India is where women are empowered, strong and equal partner in 
overall development of the country. 

• The Prime Minister also mentioned the 15 lakh women of Jharkhand, who actively 
participated in a continuous month long Swacchta Abhiyan and congratulated them for 
constructing one lakh 70 thousand toilets in only twenty days. 

• Expressed happiness over the electrification of three villages of Elephanta island near 
Mumbai after 70 years of independence. 

3. India imposes anti-dumping duty on import of ceramic tableware and kitchenware 
from China 

• India has imposed anti-dumping duty on import of ceramic tableware and kitchenware 
from China in a bid to protect domestic producers. 

• Ceramic tableware and kitchenware shipped in from China will attract an anti-dumping 
duty of 1.04 US Dollar per kg, making the imports expensive. 

• The All India Pottery Manufacturers’ Association (AIPMA) and the Indian Ceramic 
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Society had approached the Directorate General of Anti-Dumping and Allied Duties 
(DGAD) for imposition of the levy on the items. 

• Based on the recommendations of the DGAD, the revenue department in the finance 
ministry has slapped the duty. 

4. China’s ruling Communist Party set the stage for President Xi Jinping to stay in 
office indefinitely 

China’s ruling Communist Party set the stage for President Xi Jinping to stay in office 
indefinitely, with a proposal to remove a constitutional clause limiting presidential service to just 
two terms in office. 

• The proposal had been made by the party’s Central Committee, the largest of its elite 
ruling bodies. 

• The proposal also covers the vice president position. 
• The Communist Party of China Central Committee proposed to remove the expression 

that the President and Vice-President of the People’s Republic of China shall serve no 
more than two consecutive terms’ from the country’s Constitution. 

• Constitutional reform needs to be approved by parliament. That is stacked with members 
chosen for their loyalty to the party, meaning the reform will not be blocked. 

5. North Korea condemned the latest round of sanctions imposed by the United States 

North Korea condemned the latest round of sanctions imposed by the United States, accusing it 
of trying to undermine an improvement in inter-Korean relations during the Winter Olympics.   

• The two Koreas have cooperated together and the Olympics were held successfully. 
• The U.S., however, brought the threat of war to the Korean peninsula with large-scale 

new sanctions on the North ahead of the Olympics closing ceremony. 

 

24 FEB  

Important News from The Hindu: 
• Leaders break ground on Afghan section of TAPI 
• [Important for: IP, IR] 

• U.S. tightens norms for issuing H-1B visas 
• [Important for: IP, IR] 

• Centre resumes search for RBI Dy. Gov. 
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1. Bio Asia-2018 in Hyderabad 

The Union Ministry of Commerce and Industry launched a mega campaign for promoting 
products closely associated with their geographical origin. 

• The campaign aims at promoting local artisans and manufacturers. 
• The campaign has been started to give geographical indications for each of certain 

products which are identified with a particular place like Banaras sarees. 
• A Geographical Indication is primarily an agricultural, natural or a manufactured 

product handicrafts and industrial goods originating from a definite geographical 
territory. 

2. Aruna Budda Reddy becomes first Indian to win an individual medal at Gymnastics 
World Cup 

• Aruna Budda Reddy created history by becoming the first Indian to win an individual 
medal at the Gymnastics World Cup. 

• She clinched a Bronze in the Women’s Vault event in Melbourne. 
• Aruna, who hails from Hyderabad, scored 13.649 average points to finish third and claim 

her first international medal. 

3. Authorities issue avalanche warning for high-altitude areas of Jammu and 
Kashmir; 

Authorities in Jammu and Kashmir have issued a low danger avalanche warning for high-altitude 
areas in the state, including the Jammu-Srinagar national highway, and advised people to take 
precautionary measures. 

• On the basis of information received from Snow & Avalanche Study Establishment 
(SASE), low danger avalanche warning has been issued for various high-altitude areas. 

• In Himachal Pradesh, the higher reaches are experiencing light snowfall while rain 
continues in other parts. 

• The met office has issued warning of heavy snowfall at isolated places in higher reaches 
and rains and hailstorm in mid hills during next 24 hrs.  

4. PM launched Tamil Nadu Government’s Amma Two-Wheeler Scheme 

Prime Minister launched the ambitious Amma Two-Wheeler Scheme in Chennai, on the birth 
anniversary of late Chief Minister J Jayalalithaa. 

The scheme aims at providing 50 per cent subsidy to working women and Divyangs to buy two-
wheelers. 

Under the scheme, over a lakh women can buy two wheeler with the state government’s subsidy 
of fifty percent subject to the ceiling of 25-thousand rupees. 

5. Seventh meeting of Eminent Persons Group (EPG) on Nepal-India relations has 
begun in Kathmandu. 
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• Representatives from Nepal and India will deliberate up on various bilateral issues 

including 1950 Peace and Friendship treaty, trade, transit and border during two day 
meeting. 

• Preliminary draft of a report on security, water resources, trade and cultural ties between 
the two countries is being prepared. 

• The EPG is a joint mechanism consisting experts and intellectuals from India and Nepal. 

++++++++ 

India’s policy towards Rohingya 

Indian plan 

• India was prompt in sending 7,000 tonne of relief assistance for Rohingya refugees in 
Bangladesh beginning in last year.  

• This was followed by a $25-million development programme to help Myanmar build the 
necessary infrastructure to rehabilitate Rohingyas in the troubled Rakhine State. 

• India has taken a long-term view of the problem, avoiding quick-fix solutions.  
• The project was spread over five years and refugee rehabilitation plan includes two layers 

of transit camps before ensuring safe rehabilitation in their villages in Rakhine. 

Security threat: 

• Security experts in Bangladesh and India are unanimous that Rohingya refugees are 
adding to the security threat to the region. 

• The Chittagong area, bordering Myanmar, where refugees are camped has been a hotbed 
of Islamic fundamentalism and provided shelter to the secessionist forces in the North 
Eastern India, in the past. 

Rohingya refugees: India looking at a long-term solution 
https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/todays-paper/tp-news/article22841195.ece 

India, Germany sign pact for smart city cooperation  
https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/todays-paper/tp-news/article22841197.ece 

The MoU signed between Union Ministry for Housing and Urban Affairs and the German development 
agency GIZ here would develop and apply concepts for sustainable urban development providing urban 
basic services and housing in select cities as well as smart cities in India. 

 

The “Unwanted girls” in India 
Introduction: 

India has 63 million “missing women.” 
The 2018 Economic Survey gives us a powerful new number: India has twenty-one million 

https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/todays-paper/tp-news/article22841197.ece
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“unwanted girls”. This number describes the girls who are born but not treated well. Crafting a 
new statistic that brings a spotlight to this problem will be an important legacy of the Economic 
Survey. 

Who are “Missing women”? 

• These are the girls and women who would be alive today if parents were not aborting 
female foetuses.  

• Girls getting less food and healthcare add to this count by raising female mortality.  

Amartya Sen raised this problem in 1990 with an article titled “More Than 100 Million Women 
Are Missing”. He counted the missing women across several countries such as India, China and 
Pakistan. Many people knew the problem existed, but Sen’s number, called out in the title of his 
article, made the problem salient. 
Today, there are 63 million fewer women counted in the Census in India than there naturally 
should be.  

Who are “Unwanted girls”? 
These are girls who are alive but likely disfavoured by their parents.  
They receive less healthcare and schooling, with life-long effects on their well-being.  
These girls are more precisely described as “less wanted” children. They are daughters that 
parents gave birth to when they were really hoping for a son. 
There are twenty-one million unwanted girls under the age of 25 in India.  

Common pattern of childbearing: 

A couple wants to have two children, ideally one son and one daughter, but it’s especially 
important to them to have at least one son.  
If they have two daughters in a row, they will keep having children until they get a son.  
In such cases, the last child in the family is a boy.  
By aggregating all families, it is seen that the sex ratio of the last child (SRLC) is male-skewed.  

The tussle between political executive and the bureaucracy 
in Delhi 
Why in news? 

The chief secretary (CS) of Delhi was reportedly roughed up by two MLAs in the Chief 
Minister’s (CM’s) presence. One has heard of humiliation of officers before, but seldom 
involving the chief secretary.  

The Conflict: 

The MHA, vide a notification dated May 21, 2015, added a fourth subject, “Services”, to the 
existing list of three subjects of Public Order, Police and Land which were already reserved with 
the Centre.  
Through a judgment on August 4, 2016, the Delhi High Court upheld the notification, ruling that 
“Services” was outside the domain of Delhi government.  
The high court also ruled that the “aid and advice” of the council of ministers is not binding on 
the LG.  
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Hence, the elected executive in Delhi doesn’t have even a modicum of control or authority over 
government employees- from a peon to the chief secretary, the transfer, posting, appointment, 
creation of posts, service conditions, vigilance matters, leave sanction. 

• Many appointments and transfers in the bureaucracy are made by the GOI without taking 
CM into confidence. 

• The Delhi CS also coordinates with multiple authorities and agencies outside the Delhi 
Government. The performance of a CM is thus incumbent upon the performance of his 
CS and the secretaries of other departments with the CS at the top.  
But the Delhi CM can’t even pick a deputy secretary, leave aside his CS and secretaries.  
They are appointed by the LG without consulting either the chief minister or minister 
concerned. 

• By vesting the LG with “Services” and the veto power on every aspect of governance, the 
Centre has made him the primary decision-making authority even with respect to 
transferred subjects. He convenes and chairs meetings on these subjects, where the chief 
minister and other ministers may or may not be invited. 

• Cabinet decisions remain pending for long periods at the LG’s office.  
For example, the policy decision to establish 1,000 Mohalla Clinics was approved by the 
cabinet in November 2015 but the LG raised queries on multiple occasions and the 
project remained stalled for two years.  

The Delhi government’s petition challenging the Centre’s notifications was heard by a 
Constitution Bench of the Supreme Court in December 2017. The order is since reserved.  

The champions of clean air 

The Hindu 

Adopting a wait and watch approach 

The Hindu 

Grid staility is key 

The Hindu 

Canary in coal mine 

The Hindu 

When technology drives farming 

The Hindu  
 

23 FEB 

Important News from The Hindu: 
• India, Canada hold strategic dialogue 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/the-champions-of-clean-air/article22840478.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/adopting-a-wait-and-watch-approach/article22840470.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/grid-stability-is-key/article22840467.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/canary-in-coal-mine/article22840473.ece
https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/article22841225.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/strategic-dialogue-held-amid-row/article22830171.ece
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• [Important for: IP, IR] 

• Bilateral trade must benefit poor: Trudeau 
• [Important for: IP, IR] 

• DoT’s plan to spur synergy among 7 PSUs 
 

All India Radio News Summary 23 FEBRUARY 2018 

 

1. India and Canada signed six agreements in different fields 

India and Canada signed six agreements in different fields including sports, education, science 
and technology. 

PM said, 

• India is in favour of strengthening its strategic partnership with Canada. Both countries 
should work together to fight terrorism. Terrorism and extremism are a threat to countries 
and to fight these elements it is important for both nations to come together. 

• Both countries can work together in several fields including space technology. 
• The entire gamut of bilateral relations was discussed during the talks. 
• There should be no place for those who misuse religion for political motives and promote 

separatism. 
• Canada is an energy super power which can help in fulfilling India’s ever increasing 

energy demands. 
• Canada and India share historic ties and similar values of pluralism and diversity. 
• PM also highlighted the need to strengthen people-to-people ties. 

2. Trump administration has announced a new policy that makes the procedure of 
issuing H-1B visas very tough 

In the US, the Trump administration has announced a new policy that makes the procedure of 
issuing H-1B visas very tough to those who are to be employed at one or more third-party 
worksites. 

• The new policy announced empowers the US Citizenship and Immigration Services to 
issue H-1B visas to an employee only for the period for which he or she has work at the 
third-party worksite. 

• Now the issuing of H-1B visas could be of less than three years. 
• The move would reverse the tradition of issuing the H-1B visas for three years at a time. 
• The H-1B programme offers temporary US visas that allow companies to hire highly 

skilled foreign professionals working in areas with shortages of qualified American 
workers. 

• Indian IT companies, which are among the major beneficiaries of H-1B visas, has a 
significant number of its employees deployed at third-party worksites. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/bilateral-trade-must-benefit-poor-trudeau/article22830168.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-business/dots-plan-to-spur-synergy-among-7-psus/article22830093.ece
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3. In Nepal, the election for a new president will be held on March 13th 

The Election Commission announced the date for the presidential election. 

The decision was taken after having consultations with Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli and 
leaders of political parties. 

The President will be elected through an Electoral College comprising members of both the 
houses of parliament (House of Representatives and the National Assembly) and members of 
Provincial Assembles.  

There are 334 members of federal parliament and 550 members of state assemblies in seven 
provinces. 

4. India successfully test-fired the nuclear-capable surface-to-surface Dhanush missile 

India successfully test-fired the nuclear-capable surface-to-surface Dhanush ballistic missile with 
a strike range of 350 km from a naval ship off Odisha coast. 

• The missile is capable of carrying a payload of 500 kilograms. 
• The successful test fire of five nuclear capable missiles Agni, Prithvi and Dhanush this 

month from the Odisha coast could be seen as major boost to the missile capability of 
Indian armed forces. 

• This demonstrate sovereignty and self-reliance vis-à-vis its technological achievements in 
Indian defence sector. 

• The single-stage, liquid-propelled ‘Dhanush’, has already been inducted into the defence 
services. 

• It is one of the five missiles developed by the DRDO under the Integrated Guided Missile 
Development Programme. 

5. Reserve Bank of India has launched Ombudsman Scheme for non-banking financial 
companies (NBFCs) for redressal of complaints against them 

• The scheme will provide a cost-free and expeditious complaint redressal mechanism 
relating to deficiency in the services by NBFCs covered under the Scheme. 

• The Scheme provides for an Appellate mechanism under which the complainant/ NBFC 
has the option to appeal against the decision of the Ombudsman before the Appellate 
Authority. 

• The offices of the NBFC ombudsmen will function at four metro centres — Chennai, 
Kolkata, Mumbai and New Delhi. 

• They will handle complaints of customers in the respective zones. LUBNA YUSUF 
MOOSA, 

6. The United States has imposed fresh set of sanctions on North Korea, the largest 
ever 

The sanctions target 56 entities – 27 shipping and trade companies, 28 vessels, and one 
individual, adding that all of them were involved in sanctions evasion schemes. 

President Donald Trump warned of serious consequences if the latest round of sanctions did not 
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generate results. 

North Korea is already under a range of international and US sanctions over its nuclear 
programme and missile tests. 
 

‘Founding Conference’ of International Solar Alliance 

About ISA: 

• The ISA was India’s idea, joined in by France, and was first announced by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi at the 21st Conference of Parties (COP21) meeting held in Paris 
in December 2015.  

• The Alliance is to be a coalition of 121 countries whose territories lie between the Tropic 
of Cancer and the Tropic of Capricorn — the ‘sunshine countries’. 

Though technically, the ISA came into being on December 6, 2017 (30 days after the 15th country 
ratified the treaty-based international organisation), March 11 is when the Alliance will be given flesh 
and shape. 

https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/todays-paper/tp-news/article22830861.ece 

India’s rank slips in corruption index 

Key pointers: 

• Despite numerous measures taken by the government to clean the system, India’s ranking 
in the global Corruption Perceptions Index, released by Transparency International, 
slipped two places to the 81st rank in 2017. 

• The report also terms India as one of the “worst offenders” in the Asia-Pacific region in 
terms of corruption and press freedom.  

• In 2016, it was ranked 79 among 176 countries in the index. In 2017, India’s ranking 
stood at 81 with a score of 40 among 180 countries. 

• This year, New Zealand and Denmark were ranked least corrupt with scores of 89 and 88, 
respectively.  

About the index: 

• The index, which ranks countries and regions on their perceived levels of public sector 
corruption, uses a scale of 0 to 100, where 0 is highly corrupt and 100 is very clean. 

https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/todays-paper/article22830833.ece 

Adopting Electric vehicle(EVs): Challenges & Way ahead 
Background: 

https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/todays-paper/tp-news/article22830861.ece
https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/todays-paper/article22830833.ece
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Acknowledging the challenge of rising vehicular pollution in Indian cities, Piyush Goyal, then 
Union Minister for Power, said that from 2030, India would completely shift to using electric 
vehicles (EVs). 

•  In October 2017, the Lancet Commission on Pollution and Health, attributed to air pollution an 
estimated 6.5 million premature deaths globally, with 1.1 million being from India. The database also 
placed 10 Indian cities in the 20-worst list.  EVs will help check this vehicular pollution. 

 

About The Lancet Commission on Pollution + Health 

The Commission on Pollution and Health is an initiative of The Lancet, the Global Alliance on 
Health and Pollution (GAHP), and the Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai, with additional 
coordination and input from United Nations Environment, United Nations Industrial 
Development Organization (UNIDO), and the World Bank 

 
 

The next innovation 

The Hindu 

Talk like a South Asia 

The Hindu 

Saving lives 

The Hindu 

An umbrella for the consumer 

The Hindu 

In the name of education 

Indian Express 
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Important News from The Hindu: 
• Kamal’s party to focus on a new south India 
• [Important for: Polity] 

http://www.thelancet.com/
http://www.gahp.net/new/
http://www.gahp.net/new/
http://icahn.mssm.edu/
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/the-next-innovation/article22830130.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/talk-like-a-south-asian/article22830115.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/saving-lives/article22830111.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/an-umbrella-for-the-consumer/article22830121.ece
http://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/annual-status-of-education-report-aser-right-to-education-act-best-schools-5074577/
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/kamal-haasans-party-to-focus-on-a-new-south-india/article22820453.ece
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• South Asians protest ‘unjust’ treatment of ‘Tier I’ visa-
holders 

• [Important for: IP, IR] 

• ‘NITI Aayog preparing new list of sick PSUs’ 
• [Important for: Economy] 

• RBI: inflation could spur shift in stance 
 

All India Radio News Summary: 22 FEBRUARY 2018 
 

1. Water Resources Ministry approved projects worth four thousand crore rupees for 
National Mission for Clean Ganga 

The projects include a 20 Million Litres per Day Common Effluent Treatment Plant at an 
estimated cost of 629 crore rupees for tannery cluster at Jajmau in Kanpur, Uttar Pradesh. 

• This is a major step forward in arresting the pollution in Ganga emanating from the 
crucial industrial town of Kanpur. 

• Another project in Kanpur was approved at an estimated cost of over 967 crore rupees for 
rehabilitation and integration of sewage treatment infrastructure in Jajmau, Bingawan, 
Sajari zones. 

• In Allahabad, a project worth 904 crore rupees for rehabilitation and integration of 
sewage treatment infrastructure was approved. 

• One project of bio-remediation treatment of drains going into river Ganga has also been 
given approval at an estimated cost of 410 crore rupees 

  

2. First sale of Electoral Bonds to commence from 1st March 

The first sale of Electoral Bonds will commence from the 1st of next month for a period of ten 
days. 

• State Bank of India has been authorized to issue and encash Electoral Bonds initially at 
its four authorised branches. 

• Electoral Bond will be valid for 15 days from the date of issue and no payment shall be 
made to any payee Political Party if the Bond is deposited after expiry of the validity 
period. 

• The Bond deposited by any eligible political party to its account shall be credited on the 
same day. 

Background: 

• The Centre had notified the Electoral Bond Scheme 2018 last month. 
• As per provisions of the Scheme, Electoral Bonds may be purchased by a person, who is 

a citizen of India or incorporated or established in India. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-international/south-asians-protest-unjust-treatment-of-migrants/article22820345.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-international/south-asians-protest-unjust-treatment-of-migrants/article22820345.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-business/niti-aayog-preparing-new-list-of-sick-psus/article22820290.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-business/rbi-inflation-could-spur-shift-in-stance/article22820289.ece
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• Only Political Parties registered under Representation of People Act, which secured not 

less than one per cent of the votes polled in the last General Election to the House of 
People or Legislative Assembly of the State shall be eligible to receive Electoral Bonds. 

3. Maldives Prosecutor General says, extension of emergency is unconstitutional. 

In Maldives, Prosecutor General has reportedly termed the extension of emergency as 
unconstitutional, even as the country’s Supreme Court ruled to temporarily maintain the State of 
Emergency. 

• Opposition MPs and some local media have claimed that Prosecutor General and some 
officials in Attorney General’s office have opposed the extension of emergency saying 
the procedure was void. 

• The Prosecutor General was not present during the President’s address to Parliament last 
night, thus fueling speculations of her differences with government. 

• However, the Supreme Court has ruled for continuation of emergency till it rules on the 
validity of vote for extending emergency. 

• In another development, the Maldives government has refused mediation by UN to carry 
out all party dialogue for resolving the crisis. 

• Earlier, President Yameen called for all-party talks but opposition parties had requested 
for UN mediation to participate. 

4. Canada Prime Minister asks Indian Industries to enhance trade and investment ties 
for the benefit of both countries 

Highlights of Canadian PM visit 

• India and Canada have to deepen and broaden the historical relationship. 
• India and Canada must champion diversity as it leads to better decision making and spurs 

Innovation. 
• This week’s trip has resulted in over one billion Dollar investment between Canada and 

India. Both countries are committed to pursuing and upholding democracy. 
• Canada and India have immense scope to collaborate in various spheres including cold 

chain and refrigeration. 

++++++++ 

 

21 FEB  

Important News from The Hindu: 
• A Canada project, inspired by India 
• [Important for: IP, IR] 

• Maldives on a collision course with India 
• [Important for: IP, IR] 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/a-canada-project-inspired-by-india/article22811054.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-international/maldives-on-a-collision-course-with-india/article22811028.ece
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• India test fires medium-range nuclear capable Agni-II 
missile 

• [Important for: Science & Technology] 

• China outbids India for stake in DSE 

Mahanadi Tribunal 

Mahanadi tribunal gets Central nod 
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/mahanadi-tribunal-gets-central-
nod/article22811043.ece 

 

Chhattisgarh and Odisha in dispute over water sharing  
The Union Cabinet on Tuesday approved the setting up of a tribunal to settle a row between 
Odisha and Chhattisgarh on sharing the waters of the Mahanadi river. 

Issue with such tribunals: 

• According to the provisions of the Inter-State River Water Disputes (ISRWD) Act, 1956, 
the tribunal is required to submit its report and decision within a period of three years, 
which can be extended for a period not exceeding two years.  
Only three out of eight tribunals have given awards accepted by the States. Tribunals for 
Cauvery and Ravi Beas have been in existence for several decades.  

• Delays are on account of there being no time limit for adjudication by a tribunal, no 
upper age limit for the Chairman or the Members, work stalling due to occurrence of 
vacancy and no time limit for publishing the report of the tribunal. 

Language: Much more than a means of communication 
Background: 

Nineteen years ago, in November 1999, the General Conference of the Unesco proclaimed 
February 21 as the International Mother Language Day to coincide with the Language Day 
Movement in Bangladesh. The genesis of this commemoration lies in widespread protests by the 
Bengali-speaking majority in the region, then known as East Pakistan, against the Government of 
Pakistan’s language policy.  

A language is far more than a means of communication; it is the very condition of our humanity. Our 
values, our beliefs and our identity is embedded within it. Discuss the need of preserving languages. 

India remains in the best position to help us 

The Hindu 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/india-test-fires-medium-range-nuclear-capable-agni-ii-missile/article22811037.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/india-test-fires-medium-range-nuclear-capable-agni-ii-missile/article22811037.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-business/china-outbids-india-for-stake-in-dse/article22810993.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/mahanadi-tribunal-gets-central-nod/article22811043.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/mahanadi-tribunal-gets-central-nod/article22811043.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/india-remains-in-the-best-position-to-help-us/article22811019.ece
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The politics of AI 

The Hindu 

For cleaner fairer elections 

The Hindu 

A deceit called autonomy 

Indian Express 
 

The making of the Great Ocean of China 

Livemint 
 

 

20 FEB 

Important News from The Hindu: 
• New Zealand seeks clarity on India’s military 

ambitions 
• [Important for: Defence] 

• Vaccine can prevent TB infections in adolescents 
• [Important for: Health & Medicine] 

• Consider privatising public sector banks: FICCI to 
govt. 

• [Important for: Economy]  

All India Radio News Summary: 20 FEBRUARY 2018 

 

1. National conference on doubling farmer’s income 

Objective: 

• The Conference is organised with a view to identify various critical issues relating to 
agriculture and farmers’ welfare and finding appropriate solutions. 

• The government aims to formulate a proper roadmap with timelines to achieve the goal of 
doubling farmer’s income by 2022. 

• The participants of conference comprising farmers, farmers’ associations, scientists, 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/the-politics-of-ai/article22811008.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/for-cleaner-fairer-elections/article22811013.ece
http://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/a-deceit-called-autonomy-prasar-bharati-act-5071837/
http://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/a-deceit-called-autonomy-prasar-bharati-act-5071837/
http://www.livemint.com/Opinion/vr9GnxjjCJLIYYElZkL1gK/The-making-of-the-Great-Ocean-of-China.html
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/new-zealand-defence-chief-raises-indias-role-in-ior/article22801970.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/new-zealand-defence-chief-raises-indias-role-in-ior/article22801970.ece
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http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-business/consider-privatising-public-sector-banks-ficci-to-govt/article22801882.ece
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economists, trade industry, NGOs and policy makers. 

Aim: 

• To build a consensus around appropriate recommendations that will help in shaping the 
vision of the government. 

Recent initiatives: 

• In the Budget, the government has proposed fixing of the minimum support price of 
Kharif crops at least 1.5 times over the cost of production.  

• Agriculture Ministry has already taken various initiatives to boost farmer’s income and 
launched soil health card scheme, new programmes for insurance and irrigation and 
linking of 585 mandis through electronic platform. 

• Prime Minister said, more agriculture credit and easy access to markets will help boost 
farm income. 

• He mentioned about steps taken to lower cost of production, to improve productivity and 
to take farm produce to markets by minimising wastage and said these measures will help 
in increasing farmers’ income. 

• Production of pulses in the country has risen to 23 million tonnes from 17 million tonnes 
in just one year. 

• India will rise with the rise of villages and when farmers are empowered, the country will 
be empowered too. 

• Coating urea with neem has helped in enhancing the efficiency of fertiliser and boosting 
productivity as well as cost saving. 

• Soil health cards have helped in curbing use of chemical fertilisers by 8 to 10 per cent 
and increased productivity by 5 to 6 per cent. 

  

2. Government will soon come out with a comprehensive strategy to increase the share 
of global trade to 40 per cent of the gross domestic product 

Union Commerce Minister said that the government will soon come out with a comprehensive 
strategy to increase the share of global trade to 40 per cent of the gross domestic product, which 
is expected to touch 5 trillion dollars by 2025. 

• Exports constitute only about 18 percent of India’s GDP which currently stands at 2.6 
trillion dollars.   

• The government is planning to diversify its export basket by entering new markets and 
shipping out new products. 

• With India aiming to enter the 5 trillion dollar economy, the driving force should be 
services, manufacturing and agriculture sectors. 

• The minister also urged the business community to come up with a proper business plan 
to increase exports. 

3. The Southern States Irrigation Ministers’ Conference – Hyderabad 

As part of the conference, deliberations happened on several issues like inter-state water 
disputes, central assistance to the states in completion of pending irrigation projects and the 



RESEARCHER & COORDINATOR:  VIKAS ARORA 
clearances for projects from the centre. 

• Several issues include the enforcement of sharing of water among the riparian states 
relating to Cauvery in the light of recent directions from the Supreme Court, Pending 
inter-state water resources issues, Interlinking of rivers like Godavari-Cauvery and 
notification of jurisdiction of Krishna and Godavari Management Boards, issues relating 
to Parambikulam Aliyar and Pollavaram projects and other interstate issues. 

• Telangana state proposed interlinking of rivers may be taken up first linking Himalayan 
Rivers to Godavari. 

• The state will also pressed for national status to the prestigious Kaleshwaram Lift 
Irrigation project during the conference.  

4. India wants to be a long term and a reliable partner in Saudi Arabia’s ambitious 
transformation programme 

The 12th India-Saudi Arabia Joint Commission Meeting in Riyadh, co-chaired by Indian Finance 
Minister concluded with the signing and exchange of minutes focusing on enhanced bilateral 
cooperation, knowledge exchange and economic ties in the areas of Trade & Commerce, 
Security, Agriculture, Information & Media, Health, Vocational Training & Education, Culture 
and Community Welfare. 

• Both countries have agreed to constitute a Joint Working Group on trade and investment 
issues. 

• India’s core competency is in Pharmaceuticals, Healthcare, IT, Tourism, Hospitality and 
Automobiles sectors 

• India’s commitment to be a long term and a reliable partner in the Saudi’s ambitious 
transformation programme was also underlined. 

5. Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) approved the methodology for 
auction of coal mines and blocks for sale of coal 

The opening up of commercial coal mining for private sector is the most ambitious reform in the 
coal sector since the nationalisation of this sector in 1973. 

• The methodology gives highest priority to transparency, ease of doing business, and 
ensuring that natural resources are used for national development. 

• It is expected to bring efficiency by moving from an era of monopoly to competition. 
• Higher investment will create direct and indirect employment in coal bearing areas 

especially in mining sector. It will also incentivise coal bearing states with increased 
revenue. 

• People will be encouraged to bid through a transparent bidding platform and there will be 
an auction process after short listing the bidders and will invite all press to participate. 

6. Cabinet gave its approval to two bills 

The Banning of Unregulated Deposit Schemes Bill, 2018 is aimed at tackling the menace of 
illicit deposit taking activities in the country. 

• Companies and institutions running such schemes exploit existing regulatory gaps and 
lack of strict administrative measures to dupe poor and gullible people of their hard-
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earned savings. 

The Chit Funds (Amendment) Bill, 2018 has been approved in order to facilitate orderly 
growth of the Chit Funds sector and remove bottlenecks being faced by the Chit Funds industry. 

The Government also approved six railways projects with special thrust on Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, 
Odisha and Madhya Pradesh. 

• CCEA has approved the 130 kilometres long Jeypore-Malkangiri New Line project at a 
cost of over 2600 crore rupees. It will cover the districts of Koraput and Malkangiri of 
Odisha. It will help in combating Left Wing Extremism through development in 
these districts. 

The Cabinet also cleared proposal for constitution of Mahanadi Water Disputes Tribunal on 
request from Odisha. 

• The tribunal shall determine water sharing among basin states on the basis of overall 
availability of water in the Mahanadi basin, contribution of each state, present utilisation 
of water resources in each state and potential for future development. 

7. Saudi Arabia will host its first-ever Arab Fashion Week next month 

The move is another example of the opening up of the country under Crown Prince Mohammed 
Bin Salman’s transformation programme. 

The fashion week will be held in Riyadh from the 26th to the 31st of next month, with a second 
edition already scheduled for October. 

The Crown Prince has been leading a drive to reform the country’s dependence on oil, including 
expanding the private sector and empowering women. 

8. The Maldives government extends emergency in the country 

The Maldives government today extended emergency in the country by a month, after parliament 
approved President Abdulla Yameen’s request. The state of emergency will end on March 22. 

Opposition MPs accused the speaker of bypassing the constitution and said the state of 
emergency was illegal. 

++++++++++  

State of women in India: Caste and rural-urban divide 

About the report: 
•  The report released is called Turning promises into action: gender equality in the 2030 
Agenda.  
•  The UN report covers 89 countries and has been released two years after the adoption of UN’s 
2030 Agenda.  
•  The report examines through a gender lens the progress and challenges in the implementation 
of all 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 
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Key pointers: 

• According to a report released by the United Nations, the caste of a women in India can 
increase her exposure to mortality due to various factors like inadequate healthcare and 
poor sanitation. 

• Caste disparity- 
It has been reported that women belonging to Dalit caste dies 14.6 years younger than 
women from other castes at an average. 

• Rural-Urban disparity- 
The report also brings out how it is more likely for a woman from rural household to get 
married under the age of 18, and become an adolescent mother as compared to women 
from urban households. It also points to how it is less likely for a rural household woman 
to go to school as compared to those from urban areas. 

UN report says average Dalit woman dies 14.6 years younger than upper 
caste woman 
https://yourstory.com/2018/02/un-report-exposure-mortalitiy-rate/ 
 
 

 

Geo-tagging of MGNREGS assets in Kerala 

Key pointers: 

• Kerala is soon to get assets generated under the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural 
Employment Guarantee Scheme geo-tagged and perhaps become the first State to achieve 
this distinction. 

• Geo-tagging is being done under the GeoMGNREGA, a software solution, to photo 
geotag all completed assets under the MGNREGS using space technology and to 
integrate the details of wage and materials into public domain to ensure transparency and 
accountability, according to the MGNREGS website.  

• The objective of GeoMGNREGA is to create Geographical Information System solution 
to explore the data of assets created under the MGNREGA. 

• It essentially enables to view such assets across India on a map. 

Article link: Click here 

Hyperloop between Mumbai and Pune 

Key pointers: 

• The Virgin Group, a British multinational corporation, has signed an ‘intent agreement’ 
with the Maharashtra government on to build a hyperloop transportation system between 
Mumbai and Pune.  

• The hyperloop route will be a fully electric system that can travel at up to 1,000 kmph.  

https://yourstory.com/2018/02/un-report-exposure-mortalitiy-rate/
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-tamilnadu/kerala-to-get-mgnregs-assets-geo-tagged/article22792825.ece
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Benefits of the hyperloop: 

• The hyperloop is expected to reduce travel time between the cities to 20 minutes, from 
the present three hours. 

• With easier access to airport gates, the loop will be able to ferry 15 crore passengers 
every year.  

• The proposed hyperlink system will transform the transportation system and make 
Maharashtra a global pioneer in the space.  

• The socio-economic benefits of the project is $55 billion, and will create thousands of 
jobs. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-business/hyperloop-to-link-pune-
mumbai/article22792855.ece 

Operation Greens 
Background: 

The finance minister announced Operation Greens, on the lines of Operation Flood, with a seed 
capital of Rs 500 crore in his speech on February 1.  
Three days later, the Prime Minister said farmers are his TOP priority — T is for tomatoes, O for 
onions, and P for potatoes. 

Operation flood: 

Operation Flood changed the face of milk production in India, making the country the largest 
producer of milk in the world — in 2016-2017.  

Me too 

Indian Express 

Parting the waters 

Indian Express 
 

Building maritime capacity in SouthEast Asia 

Livemint 
 

Healthy competition 

Business Line 
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http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-business/hyperloop-to-link-pune-mumbai/article22792855.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-business/hyperloop-to-link-pune-mumbai/article22792855.ece
http://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/me-too-campaign-sexual-harassment-sexism-5069071/
http://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/cauvery-dispute-verdict-parting-the-waters-5069108/
http://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/cauvery-dispute-verdict-parting-the-waters-5069108/
http://www.livemint.com/Opinion/A2oieg9GPqS7R39VecSOOK/Building-maritime-capacity-in-SouthEast-Asia.html
http://www.livemint.com/Opinion/A2oieg9GPqS7R39VecSOOK/Building-maritime-capacity-in-SouthEast-Asia.html
https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/article22793381.ece
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Important News from The Hindu: 
• India still hopeful of nuclear deal with Westinghouse 
• [Important for: IP, IR] 

• 42 Indian languages stare at extinction 
• [Important for: Ethics & Culture] 

• Cryptoassets: regulation in the air? 
• [Important for: Economy] 

• India, a key node in manufacturing network 
• [Important for: Business] 

All India Radio News Summary: 18 and 19 FEBRUARY 2018 
 

1. Global Investor Summit ‘Magnetic Maharashtra: Convergence 2018’ 

PM said, summits like Magnetic Maharashtra are a great example of cooperative competitive 
federalism. 

• Maharashtra state leads in infrastructure development and the efforts taken to strengthen 
business environment in the state in the last three years are showing results. 

• The Maharashtra Samruddhi Corridor, the 700 kilometer super communication 
expressway and an adjacent smart city have the potential to create about 20 lakh new jobs 
and lead to immense growth in agriculture and agro based development. 

• The Prime Minister dedicated the fourth terminal of Jawaharlal Nehru Port Trust to the 
nation. This container terminal has been built in record time of 28 months with an 
estimated cost of 4,719 crore rupees. The government has started the Sagarmala project 
to initiate port led development. 

2. Conference of Commonwealth Parliamentary Association of India Region, Patna 

Concerns expressed at the pandemonium created in Parliament as well as state legislatures by 
opposition parties. Raising questions is the best tool of members in house. 

Over one hundred delegates from across the country and abroad including Australia, Britain and 
Uganda participated in the conference. 

3. Artificial Intelligence as the power of twenty-first century technology to eradicate 
poverty and disease 

PM has recently inaugurated Wadhwani Institute for Artificial Intelligence in Mumbai.Prime 
Minister said, 

• The Government has firm belief that it can use Artificial Intelligence as the power of 
twenty-first century technology to eradicate poverty and disease. 

• By doing so, government can bring prosperity to the poor and under-privileged sections. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/india-still-hopeful-of-nuclear-deal-with-westinghouse/article22792810.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/42-indian-languages-stare-at-extinction/article22792786.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-business/cryptoassets-regulation-in-the-air/article22792705.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-business/india-a-key-node-in-manufacturing-network/article22792709.ece
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• There is no doubt that productivity will increase by using Artificial Intelligence, Bots and 

Robots. 

AI 

• With the arrival of Artificial Intelligence, Bots and Robots there is no doubt that our 
productivity will further go up. 

• But, there are also rising fears of human redundancy because there is a competition 
between the mind and the machine. 

• At every stage of technological evolution, we have faced such doubts and questions. 
Technology opens entirely new spheres and sectors for growth. It also opens an entirely 
new paradigm of opportunities. 

• The progress of Artificial Intelligence depends on and will be driven by human 
intentions. 

• AI has given human increasingly more power and creates an impact in whatever he does 
through technology. 

• It is this ethic of development that will ensure equity for all peoples. 
• The March of Technology cannot be at the expense of further increasing the difference 

between societies over access to technology. 
• The evolution of Technology has to be rooted in the ethic of Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas. 

4. Government has invited young Start-Ups from all over the country to come to 
Northeast 

The Government has invited young Start-Ups from all over the country to come to Northeast and 
try their fortune by exploring the untapped potential of the region. 

• Ministry of Development of North Eastern Region has taken a decision to provide 
Venture Fund to any youngster who wishes to set up an entrepreneurship in the region. 

• This will be in addition to the provisions already made in the Start-up India and the 
Stand-up India programme, which include provision of tax holiday as well as a three 
month exit period. 

5. In the Maldives, the Supreme Court has put a stay on its earlier ruling of 1st 
February to reinstate 12 opposition Parliamentarians who have lost their seats 

• The decision by the three-member bench of the top court came as Parliament is to meet 
for an extraordinary session to deliberate on the state of emergency. 

• The three judges had already canceled other provisions of the February 1st order which 
called for release of nine opposition leaders and their fair retrial. 

• The Maldives government under President Abdullah Yameen had imposed a 15-day 
emergency on the 5th of this month and arrested the Chief Justice and another judge of 
the Supreme Court on charges of trying to overthrow the government. 

6. Women in Saudi Arabia can now open their own businesses without the consent of a 
husband or male relative 

The policy change, announced by the Saudi government, marks a major step away from the strict 
guardianship system that has ruled the country for decades. 
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• Women can now launch their own businesses and benefit from governmental e-services 

without having to prove consent from a guardian. 
• Under Saudi Arabia’s guardianship system, women are required to present proof of 

permission from a male guardian to do any government paperwork, travel or enroll in 
classes. 

• Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman, the powerful heir to the Saudi throne, has been 
leading the drive to expand the role of women in the workforce in recent months. 

7. Facebook will soon rely on centuries-old technology, the post office, to try to prevent 
foreign meddling in US elections. 

Political ads bought by Russian agents to sway the US Presidential campaign have baffled the 
social media network. 

• Facebook Company will send postcards to potential buyers of political ads to confirm 
that they reside in the United States. 

• The recipient will then have to enter a code in Facebook to continue buying the ad. 

8. World Congress on Information Technology at Hyderabad 

Prime Minister said, 

• India is the hot-spot of digital innovation across all sectors. 
• India not only possesses a growing number of innovative entrepreneurs, but it also has a 

growing market for tech innovation. 
• Digital India has not remained merely a government initiative, but has become a way of 

life. 
• Digital India is a journey bringing about digital inclusion for digital empowerment. 
• The concept of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam, that the world is one family, is deeply imbibed 

in Indian philosophy which reflects the country’s inclusive traditions. 
• In the 21st century, technology is becoming an enabler for this concept. 

About World Congress on IT 

• Considered as the Global IT Olympics, the World Congress on IT has become the single 
platform for global IT think tank, experts and academia. 

• The IT Congress began deliberations upon the emerging IT conditions, challenges that 
the sector is facing and future transformation at ministerial as well as networking level. 

• ‘Amplifying digital and disrupt the core’ is being the main theme of the 26th edition of 
the Congress. 

• The NASSCOM, the main host of the Congress has launched ‘Future Skills’, a platform 
which came up with a list of 8 disruptive technologies and corresponding 55 job roles 
that will impact individuals, companies and governments in next ten years. 

• These disruptive technologies include Robotic Process Automation, Big data, Internet of 
things, Artificial Intelligence, Cloud Computing, 3D printing, and Social and Mobile. 

• The Congress is also focussing on how to create employment and reskill workforce 
among the major areas. 

 

18 FEB 
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Important News from The Hindu: 
• Chabahar will be a golden gateway, says PM Modi 
• [Important for: IP, IR] 

• Temple fire puts spotlight on safety measures 
• [Important for: IP, IR] 

• The lowdown on industrial renewal 
• [Important for: Polity, Economy] 

• Sundarbans mangroves struggle to find new ground 
• [Important for: Environment & Ecology] 

• TIFR team plays timekeeper to speeding electron 
bunches 

• [Important for: Science & Tech.] 

• Copy... and paste: Plagiarism in literature over the 
years 

• [Important for: Ethics and Integrity] 

• Want to save the planet? Try using less deodorant 
• [Important for: Science & Tech.] 

• Ancient climatic changes and central India’s rare 
forest owlet 

• [Important for: Science & Tech.] 

• Taking a walk in the fruit fly’s shoes 
• [Important for: Science & Tech.] 

• Silver silk patch aids healing of wounds, prevents 
infection 

• [Important for: Science & Tech.] 

• May pleads for post-Brexit security deal with EU 
• [Important for: Science & Tech.] 

 

17 FEB 2018 

Important News from The Hindu: 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/chabahar-will-be-a-golden-gateway-says-pm-modi/article22787624.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/temple-fire-puts-spotlight-on-safety-measures/article22787356.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/the-lowdown-on-industrial-renewal/article22787354.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/sundarbans-mangroves-struggle-to-find-new-ground/article22787560.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-features/tp-sci-tech-and-agri/tifr-team-plays-timekeeper-to-speeding-electron-bunches/article22787606.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-features/tp-sci-tech-and-agri/tifr-team-plays-timekeeper-to-speeding-electron-bunches/article22787606.ece
http://www.livemint.com/Sundayapp/gc1j877AMZ7bQdt5UsvO0H/Copy-and-paste-Plagiarism-in-literature-over-the-years.html
http://www.livemint.com/Sundayapp/gc1j877AMZ7bQdt5UsvO0H/Copy-and-paste-Plagiarism-in-literature-over-the-years.html
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-features/tp-sci-tech-and-agri/want-to-save-the-planet-try-using-less-deodorant/article22787603.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-features/tp-sci-tech-and-agri/ancient-climatic-changes-and-central-indias-rare-forest-owlet/article22787588.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-features/tp-sci-tech-and-agri/ancient-climatic-changes-and-central-indias-rare-forest-owlet/article22787588.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-features/tp-sci-tech-and-agri/taking-a-walk-in-the-fruit-flys-shoes/article22787602.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-features/tp-sci-tech-and-agri/silver-silk-patch-aids-healing-of-wounds-prevents-infection/article22787590.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-features/tp-sci-tech-and-agri/silver-silk-patch-aids-healing-of-wounds-prevents-infection/article22787590.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-international/may-pleads-for-post-brexit-security-deal-with-eu/article22787531.ece
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• Chandrayaan-II to be launched in April 
• [Important for: Science & Technology] 

• A SEBI probe stuttered to a stop 
• [Important for: Economy] 

• PNB fraud, a failure of internal control: RBI 
• [Important for: Polity, Economy] 

17 FEB 

Decline in sex ratio at birth in 17 states 

Key pointers: 

• The sex ratio at birth (SRB) saw a decline in 17 out of 21 large states of the country, with 
Gujarat recording an alarming dip of 53 points, the ‘Healthy States, Progressive India’ 
report released by the Niti Aayog stated. 

• According to the report, among the 17 states which recorded substantial drop of 10 points 
or more, are Gujarat, Haryana, Rajasthan, Uttarakhand, Maharashtra, Himachal Pradesh, 
Chhattisgarh, and Karnataka. 

• According to the report, improvement in SRB was witnessed in Punjab, Uttar Pradesh 
and Bihar. 

• The sex ratio at birth is an important indicator and reflects the extent to which there is a 
reduction in the number of girl children born by sex-selective abortions. 

• There is a clear need for states to effectively implement the Pre-Conception and Pre-
Natal Diagnostic Techniques (PCPNDT) Act, 1994 and take appropriate measures to 
promote the value of the girl child. 

• There is a need to check sex-selective abortion. 

Sex ratio at birth dips in 17 of 21 large states, Gujarat records 53 points 
fall: NITI Aayog report 

http://www.newindianexpress.com/nation/2018/feb/17/sex-ratio-at-birth-dips-in-17-of-21-large-states-
gujarat-records-53-points-fall-niti-aayog-report-
1774680.html?utm_source=inshorts&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=fullarticle 

Decline in forest cover in Western Ghats 

Key pointers: 

• The Nilgiris district in Tamil Nadu, Kerala’s Idukki and Waynad districts, and the Dang 
district in Gujarat are the Western Ghats’ core revenue-generating districts today. 

• These districts had a forest cover of more than 72 per cent of their total geographical area 
12 years ago. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/chandrayaan-ii-to-be-launched-in-april/article22779634.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/sebi-probe-found-choksi-guilty/article22779578.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-business/pnb-fraud-a-failure-of-internal-control-rbi/article22779490.ece
http://www.newindianexpress.com/nation/2018/feb/17/sex-ratio-at-birth-dips-in-17-of-21-large-states-gujarat-records-53-points-fall-niti-aayog-report-1774680.html?utm_source=inshorts&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=fullarticle
http://www.newindianexpress.com/nation/2018/feb/17/sex-ratio-at-birth-dips-in-17-of-21-large-states-gujarat-records-53-points-fall-niti-aayog-report-1774680.html?utm_source=inshorts&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=fullarticle
http://www.newindianexpress.com/nation/2018/feb/17/sex-ratio-at-birth-dips-in-17-of-21-large-states-gujarat-records-53-points-fall-niti-aayog-report-1774680.html?utm_source=inshorts&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=fullarticle
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• A comparative study – the India State of Forest Report (ISFR) – a biennial publication of 

the Forest Survey of India (FSI), for 2005, 2015 and 2017, shows a significant decline in 
the forest cover in the last 12 years. 

• The Nilgiris saw a decline of around 35,000 hectares of forest cover between 2005 and 
2017. 

Reasons behind: 

• The decline in the forest cover is mainly due to the commercial activities such as resort 
construction and home stays in the Western Ghats. 

• Illegal felling of trees by the timber lobby. 
• Development projects in the Western Ghats region, such as Yettinaholey river diversion 

project, are leading to the erosion of forest wealth. 

The Western Ghats region: 

• The region, which ranges from Gujarat to Tamil Nadu, is a well-known biodiversity hot 
spot in the world. 

• According to ISFR, the region is spread over 35 revenue districts in the country.  
• Out of them, 30 districts share their physiographic zones with west coast, east coast, 

north deccan and south deccan in different States.  
• The forest cover in the 35 districts range from 4 per cent to 77 per cent of their 

geographical area. 

Forest cover declining rapidly in core districts of Western Ghats  
https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/todays-paper/tp-others/tp-variety/article22780075.ece 

Construction of resorts and illegal felling of trees by the timber lobby are key 
factors  

Mangaluru, February 16  

What is common to the Nilgiris district in Tamil Nadu, Kerala’s Idukki and Waynad districts, 
and the Dang district in Gujarat? 

These are the Western Ghats’ core revenue-generating districts, which had a forest cover of more 
than 72 per cent of their total geographical area 12 years ago. 

A comparative study – the India State of Forest Report (ISFR) – a biennial publication of the 
Forest Survey of India (FSI), for 2005, 2015 and 2017, shows a significant decline in the forest 
cover in the last 12 years. 

India joins Ashgabat agreement: Significance 
Introduction: 

India recently joined the Ashgabat Agreement, which was instituted in 2011 to establish an 
international multimodal transport and transit corridor between Central Asia and the Persian 
Gulf.  

https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/todays-paper/tp-others/tp-variety/article22780075.ece
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The Ashgabat agreement: 

The Agreement was first signed by Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan, Iran, Oman and Qatar in 2011. 
While Qatar subsequently withdrew from the agreement in 2013, Kazakhstan and Pakistan 
joined the grouping in 2016.  
The Ashgabat Agreement came into force in April 2016.  
Its objective is to enhance connectivity within the Eurasian region and synchronize it with 
other regional transport corridors, including the International North–South Transport Corridor 
(INSTC). 

Benefits of joining the Ashgabat agreement: 

• Facilitating trade with Eurasian region: 
• Operationalisation of INSTC: 

The Iran-Turkmenistan-Kazakhstan (ITK) railway line will be the major route under the Ashgabat 
Agreement. It has also been included as part of the INSTC. Therefore, the Ashgabat Agreement 
and INSTC will be easily synchronized.  
Thus, with Ashgabat agreement the operationalisation of the INSTC is inching closer to 
becoming a reality. 
INSTC: 
A 7200 km long multi-mode network encompassing ship, rail and road routes connecting India 
with Russia, Central Asia and Europe via Iran. 
The route primarily involves moving freight from India, Iran, Azerbaijan and Russia via ship, rail 
and road. The objective of the corridor is to increase trade connectivity between major cities 
such as Mumbai, Moscow, Tehran etc. 

• Improved scope of Chabahar port 
• Procuring resources from Central Asia 

Eliminating Malaria 
Background: 

For millennia, India suffered greatly from smallpox. In 1977, the country declared elimination of 
smallpox. Similarly, India was burdened by polio. In 2014, India declared polio eliminated. 
These are stunning achievements from which all Indians benefit immensely. Now is the time to 
take on malaria. 
At the East Asia Summit in 2015, Prime Minister Narendra Modi committed India to eliminating 
malaria by 2030, and last year, India launched its national strategic plan for malaria 
elimination. 

Water equity 

The Hindu 
 

Science should have the last word 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/water-equity/article22779511.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/water-equity/article22779511.ece
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The Hindu 

Not a prescription for the poor 

The Hindu 

Lessons from a fraud 

Indian Express 
 

16 FEB 

Important News from The Hindu: 
• The meteoric rise of a ‘silent’ diamond trader 
• [Important for: Polity] 

• PNB fraud may wipe out profit 
• [Important for: Economy] 

• MSCI calls exchange data restriction anti-competitive, 
says could impact India weightage 

• [Important for: Economy] 

 

Verdict on Cauvery dispute 

Key pointers: 

• In the much-awaited verdict on Cauvery dispute, the Supreme Court pronounced that 
Karnataka be given additional 14.75 TMC of the river water while 177.25 TMC of water 
be released for Tamil Nadu. 

• The allocation of Karnataka which used to be 270 TMC has been increased to 284.75 
TMC.  

Background: 

• The verdict was announced on the appeals filed by Karnataka, Tamil Nadu and Kerala 
against the 2007 order of the Cauvery Water Dispute Tribunal (CWDT) on sharing of 
water. 

• The dispute dates back to the Madras-Mysore agreements of 1924. It was in 1990 when 
the Centre created a tribunal to examine the conflict and address the water shortage. 

• The CWDT had unanimously passed an order on how the water should be shared 
between the states after determining the total availability of water in the Cauvery basin. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/science-should-have-the-last-word/article22779515.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/not-a-prescription-for-the-poor/article22779517.ece
http://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/lessons-from-a-fraud-punjab-national-bank-nirav-modi-scandal-5066965/
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/the-meteoric-rise-of-a-silent-diamond-trader/article22767254.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-business/pnb-fraud-may-wipe-out-profit/article22767159.ece
http://www.livemint.com/Money/oEBQmA5Dd0TSkuXKRJDPWK/MSCI-asks-India-stock-exchanges-to-reconsider-anticompetiti.html
http://www.livemint.com/Money/oEBQmA5Dd0TSkuXKRJDPWK/MSCI-asks-India-stock-exchanges-to-reconsider-anticompetiti.html
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Cauvery dispute: Karnataka to get additional 14.75 TMC, says SC 
https://www.aninews.in/news/national/general-news/cauvery-dispute-karnataka-to-get-additional-
1475-tmc-says-
sc201802161107380002/?utm_source=inshorts&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=fullarticle 

Plans to launch National Energy Storage Mission 

After a Solar and Wind Mission, the government now plans to launch a National Energy Storage Mission. 
The government is looking to establish this mission in financial year 2018-19. 

Policy push: 

• The NITI Aayog has proposed a three-stage solution for promoting battery manufacturing 
in the country. 

Expert committee set up for National Energy Storage Mission  
https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/todays-paper/tp-news/article22767970.ece 

 

Dramatic decline in the Orangutan population 

Key pointers: 

• Hunting and killing have driven a dramatic decline in the orangutan population on 
Borneo where nearly 150,000 animals have been lost from the island’s forests in 16 
years, conservationists warn. 

• While the steepest percentage losses occurred in regions where the forest has been cut 
down to make way for palm oil and acacia plantations, more animals were killed by 
hunters who ventured into the forest, or by farm workers when the apes encroached on 
agricultural land, a study found. 

• Researchers estimate that the number of orangutans left on Borneo now stands at between 
70,000 and 100,000, meaning the population more than halved over the study period 
which ran from 1999 to 2015.  

Fresh efforts needed to protect critically endangered animals from hunters and habitat loss as 
population more than halves. 

The steepest percentage losses occurred in areas where the forest has been cut down to make way for 
palm oil and acacia plantations. 

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/feb/15/dramatic-decline-in-borneos-orangutan-
population-as-150000-lost-in-16-
years?utm_source=inshorts&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=fullarticle 

Where does India stands in the Global Value Chain? 

https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/todays-paper/tp-news/article22767970.ece
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/feb/15/dramatic-decline-in-borneos-orangutan-population-as-150000-lost-in-16-years?utm_source=inshorts&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=fullarticle
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/feb/15/dramatic-decline-in-borneos-orangutan-population-as-150000-lost-in-16-years?utm_source=inshorts&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=fullarticle
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/feb/15/dramatic-decline-in-borneos-orangutan-population-as-150000-lost-in-16-years?utm_source=inshorts&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=fullarticle
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Background: Vulnerable exports 

Indian exports have failed to evolve.  
India’s imports during April-December 2017 grew 21 per cent vis-à-vis an export growth of 12 
per cent. The trade deficit increased by $3.6 billion as compared to the previous year. 
Despite India’s GDP being almost eight to ten times as that of Thailand’s or Vietnam’s, there is 
not much difference in their contribution to global exports. 

A deepening crisis 

The Hindu 
 

Should Supreme Court proceedings be live streamed 

The Hindu 
 

Kitchen sets and cricket bats 

Indian Express  
 

15 FEB 

Important News from The Hindu: 
• India offers support for reconstruction of Iraq 
• [Important for: IP, IR] 

• Centre targets industry to save power 
• [Important for: Economy, Business] 

• Trump mulls China sanctions, scrapping S. Korea 
trade deal 

• [Important for: IP, IR]  

India-Iran: India’s multi-dimensional engagement with West Asia 

In News: 

• Iranian President Hassan Rouhani will visit India from February 15 to 17. 
• Rouhani coming exactly a month after Israel Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu (Iran’s 

biggest rival) 
• Rouhani visit signals India aims for balance in its ties in West Asia. 

India-Iran ties: 

1. Will seek to iron out issues on trade, connectivity, banking and energy. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/a-deepening-crisis/article22767179.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/a-deepening-crisis/article22767179.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/should-supreme-court-proceedings-be-live-streamed/article22767197.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/should-supreme-court-proceedings-be-live-streamed/article22767197.ece
http://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/kitchen-sets-and-cricket-bats-sexism-gender-discrimination/
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/india-offers-support-for-reconstruction-of-iraq/article22756331.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-business/centre-targets-industry-to-save-power/article22756246.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-international/trump-mulls-china-sanctions-scrapping-s-korea-trade-deal/article22756282.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-international/trump-mulls-china-sanctions-scrapping-s-korea-trade-deal/article22756282.ece
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2. Access to Central Asia: Iran is not just important for India’s energy needs but also its 

only route for access to Central Asia. 
3. Chabahar Port project: progress of the $500-million Beheshti port project in Chabahar. 
4. Rupee-Rial Mechanism: The two sides are now discussing the possibility of a “rupee-

rial mechanism”, in addition to the current channel through UCO Bank for rupee 
payments. 

5. Discussions on pending negotiations over the Farzad-B gas and oil fields that India has 
expressed its interest in. 

Can sanitation reduce stunting 

The Hindu 

The ratings illusion 

The Hindu 

India in a corner 

Indian Express 

Misallocation of welfare schemes resources 

Livemint 

NHPS will not help its intended beneficiaries 

Livemint 

Maldives: India must wait and watch 

Business Line 

India’s defence industry lacks fire power 

Business Line 

 

14 FEB 

Important News from The Hindu: 
• NHRC seeks action taken report on pesticide deaths 
• [Important for: Polity] 

• Budget 2018 and Unemployment: Job creation comes 
in the spotlight 

• [Important for: Polity, Economy] 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/can-sanitation-reduce-stunting/article22756273.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/the-ratings-illusion/article22756261.ece
http://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/india-in-a-corner-defence-expenditures-military-modernisation-5064333/
http://www.livemint.com/Opinion/euFoDy2oKAM0uo8f4HAPgJ/Misallocation-of-welfare-schemes-resources.html
http://www.livemint.com/Opinion/k80NvWWKvFGwHptVIDIqNJ/National-Health-Protection-Scheme-will-not-help-its-intended.html
http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/article22757024.ece
http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/article22757010.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/nhrc-seeks-action-taken-report-on-pesticide-deaths/article22748080.ece
http://www.livemint.com/Politics/N2skEpg9vvHOjmV9S2TgTL/Budget-2018-and-Unemployment-Job-creation-comes-in-the-spot.html
http://www.livemint.com/Politics/N2skEpg9vvHOjmV9S2TgTL/Budget-2018-and-Unemployment-Job-creation-comes-in-the-spot.html
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• ‘New RBI norms to spur surge in NPAs’ 
• [Important for: Polity, Economy] 

• ‘PSU insurers’ merger may be completed by March 
2019’ 

• [Important for: Economy, Business] 

• Centre plans to merge small savings, PPF laws 
• [Important for: Polity, Economy] 

• India in pact with UAE to spur energy security 
• [Important for: IP, IR, Economy] 

INS Chakra 

Russian authorities have demanded ₹125 cr. to carry out repairs on INS Chakra 

About INS Chakra 

• Indian Navy’s only nuclear-powered submarine (Akula Class submarine). 
• INS Chakra is a nuclear-powered submarine which was taken by India on lease from 

Russia in 2012 for a period of 10 years at an estimated cost of US$670 million. 
• Belongs to Project P71 
• Russian name – K-152 Nerpa (Nerpa is the Russian word for the Baikal seal and Chakra 

is the mythical weapon of the Indian god Vishnu) 
• INS Chakra is a Russia-made, nuclear-propelled, hunter-killer submarine. Unlike 

conventional submarines that India operates which need to surface to charge their 
batteries often – sometimes as frequently as 24 hours – INS Chakra can stay under as 
long as it wants. Its ability to stay underwater is restrained only by human endurance to 
stay underwater. 

• Also, another problem that the submarine could face is acidity. This is because of a lack 
of exercise inside due to prolonged deployments. 

Things to do: 

• Find out which other nations possess nuclear-powered submarines. 
• Revise 6 Scorpene class submarines and Project 75  

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/russia-seeks-125-crore-to-carry-out-repairs-on-ins-
chakra/article22734847.ece 

Forest Cover: ISFR (India State of Forests 2017 Report) 

India’s forest, tree cover up by 1% in 2 years: Centre  
http://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/energy-and-environment/indias-forest-tree-cover-up-by-1-in-2-
years-centre/article22732640.ece 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-business/new-rbi-norms-to-spur-surge-in-npas/article22746734.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-business/psu-insurers-merger-may-be-completed-by-march-2019/article22746751.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-business/psu-insurers-merger-may-be-completed-by-march-2019/article22746751.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-business/centre-plans-to-merge-small-savings-ppf-laws/article22746735.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-business/india-in-pact-with-uae-to-spur-energy-security/article22746737.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/russia-seeks-125-crore-to-carry-out-repairs-on-ins-chakra/article22734847.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/russia-seeks-125-crore-to-carry-out-repairs-on-ins-chakra/article22734847.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/energy-and-environment/indias-forest-tree-cover-up-by-1-in-2-years-centre/article22732640.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/energy-and-environment/indias-forest-tree-cover-up-by-1-in-2-years-centre/article22732640.ece
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Highlights of India State of Forests 2017 report: 

• India’s forest and tree cover has increased by nearly 1% since 2015. 
• Forests in most of the biodiversity-rich north-eastern part of the country have been 

contracting continuously over the last few years. (Concern) 
• Forest cover in hill districts and tribal districts grew. 
• The latest ISFR report includes information about water bodies in forests. (a new 

feature) – There has been increase in the extent of water bodies in forest areas 

Do you know? 

• India ranks among the top 10 countries of the world in terms of forest area. 
• India has shown an increasing trend in forest and tree cover compared to the global trend 

of decreasing forest cover during the last decade. 
• India targets to have 33% of its geographical area (GA) under forest cover. According to 

the report, at present 15 states and Union territories have more than 33% of their GA 
under forest cover. 

• Among the states, Madhya Pradesh has the largest forest cover (77, 414 sq. km), 
followed by Arunachal Pradesh (66,964 sq. km), Chhattisgarh (55,547 sq. km) Odisha 
(51, 345 sq. km) and Maharashtra (50,682 sq. km). 

• However the forest area in all above states, except Odisha, has decreased since 2015. 
(Concern) 

• As per the latest FAO report, India is 8th in the list of top 10 nations reporting the 
greatest annual net gain in forest area. 

Top 5 states where forest cover grew: 

1. Andhra Pradesh 
2. Karnataka 
3. Kerala 
4. Odisha 
5. Telangana 

Top five states where forest cover declined: 

1. Mizoram 
2. Nagaland 
3. Arunachal Pradesh 
4. Tripura 
5. Meghalaya 

Kambar to head Sahitya Akademi 

The Sahitya Akademi is an organisation dedicated to the promotion of literature in the languages of 
India. 

Adapting better to climate change 

The Hindu 

http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/adapting-better-to-climate-change/article22735279.ece
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The Jallikattu Challenge 

The Hindu 

Aadhaar that doesn’t exclude biometric authentication 

Indian Express 

Is India ready for NHPS 

Indian Express 

Privacy in the air 

Indian Express 

E-way bill: Simple is effective 

Business Line 

Why Indian IT needs an urgent reboot 

Business Line  
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Important News from The Hindu: 
• India, Oman agree to isolate sponsors of terror 
• [Important for: IP, IR] 

• Russia seeks Rs. 125 cr. to repair INS Chakra 
• [Important for: Defence] 

• India records marginal increase in forest cover 
• [Important for: Environment & Ecology] 

 

India and UAE @ World Government Summit (WGS) 

World Government Summit (WGS) was held in Dubai, UAE. 

Understanding basics: About World Government Summit (WGS) 

• The World Government Summit is a global platform dedicated to shaping the future of 
government worldwide. 

• World Government Summit (WGS) will be held in Dubai, UAE every year. 

http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/the-jallikattu-challenge/article22734450.ece
http://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/aadhaar-that-doesnt-exclude-biometric-authentication-5061326/
http://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/national-health-schemes-budget-2018-primary-healthcare-hospitals-is-india-ready-for-nhps-5061319/
http://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/dgca-drone-regulations-aviation-privacy-in-the-air-5061323/
http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/article22736586.ece
http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/article22736615.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-international/india-oman-agree-to-isolate-sponsors-of-terror/article22735889.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/russia-seeks-rs-125-cr-to-repair-ins-chakra/article22735944.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/india-records-marginal-increase-in-forest-cover/article22735851.ece
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• Each year, the Summit sets the agenda for the next generation of governments with a 

focus on how they can harness innovation and technology to solve universal challenges 
facing humanity. 

• WGS is a knowledge exchange center at the intersection between government, futurism, 
technology, and innovation. 

Just remember – WGS is a global platform, a non-government body, it focuses on focus on the 
issues of futurism, technology and innovation. It analyzes the future trends, issues, and 
opportunities facing humanity. 

WGS 2018 WGS highlights: 

• Efforts to address the misuse of cyberspace by terrorists and hackers. 
• Importance of assimilating technology with governance to ensure equitable growth and 

prosperity for all. 
• India is aspiring to assume leadership position in artificial intelligence, nanotechnology, 

cybersecurity and cloud computing. 

“Technology should be used as a means to development, not destruction”.  

(Other Key Pointers: India and UAE 

1. PM Modi inaugurated a project for the construction of the first Hindu temple 
(Swaminarayan temple) in Abu Dhabi. 

2. India and UAE to hold a bilateral naval exercise (to conduct the first bilateral Naval 
Exercise during 2018). 

3. UAE supports India’s proposed Comprehensive Convention on International Terrorism in 
the United Nations. 

Cyberspace shouldn’t help trigger terror: PM  
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/let-technology-be-a-tool-for-progress-not-terror-says-
pm/article22725554.ece 

SpaceX Falcon Heavy (FH) 

Key pointers: 

• The privately-funded Falcon Heavy (FH) is now the most powerful working booster on 
Earth and can lift 64 tonnes of cargo to near-Earth orbits, claims SpaceX (Space 
Exploration). 

• FH, with its reusable rocket stages, dwarfs the power of NASA’s Delta IV Heavy by half 
at a third of its cost. 

Where does India stand in rocketry? 

• 58-year-old Indian Space Research Organisation is currently perfecting a rocket that can 
lift four tonnes to higher orbits and about eight tonne loads to lower orbits, the GSLV 
Mark III. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/let-technology-be-a-tool-for-progress-not-terror-says-pm/article22725554.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/let-technology-be-a-tool-for-progress-not-terror-says-pm/article22725554.ece
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• ISRO has envisioned developing super-heavy launchers that can one day lift loads as 

heavy as 50 to 60 tonnes. 
• ISRO is currently developing reusable technologies. The re-entry component was 

demonstrated in 2016. 

ISRO has designs on 60-tonne launchers 
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-karnataka/isro-too-has-an-eye-on-60-tonne-
launchers/article22725613.ece 

The present plan is to try out the semi-cryo stage at the core of MkIII in place of its liquid fuel engine, 
without changing the design. This would raise its muscle power 50% — from four to six tonnes. 

Three new eel species found in Bay of Bengal 

Key pointers: 

• Scientists have discovered three new species of eel. 
• Where? Bay of Bengal (Digha coast of the Bay of Bengal and Visakhapatnam coast) 
• With these new discoveries, the Bay of Bengal coast has yielded at least five new species 

of eel. 
• Eels are found mostly at the bottom of rivers and seas. Across the world about 1,000 

species of eels have been identified. In India, the number is around 125. 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/three-new-eel-species-found-in-bay-of-
bengal/article22723479.ece 

Fighting Inequality: Empowering women and Farmers 
Background: 

How to fight inequality as become an important question in recent times. 
An Oxfam report reported, the top one percent of the world increased their wealth by $762 
billion while the bottom 50 per cent saw no growth, increasing the divide between social classes. 

This kind of economic inequality can result in unfair political institutions, unfair control by a few 
wealthy over others and unfair workers’ laws. 

Solutions: 

Solutions to reducing income inequality lie in three aspects: 

• investing in women 
• investing in agriculture 
• reforming workplace laws 

(1) Investing in women – Why is it necessary? 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-karnataka/isro-too-has-an-eye-on-60-tonne-launchers/article22725613.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-karnataka/isro-too-has-an-eye-on-60-tonne-launchers/article22725613.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/three-new-eel-species-found-in-bay-of-bengal/article22723479.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/three-new-eel-species-found-in-bay-of-bengal/article22723479.ece
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Investing in women as important workers is necessary and urgent today to reduce inequality and 
increase nations’ gross domestic product (GDP). 

As IMF Chief Christine Lagarde recently said, if women’s participation in the workforce 
matched men’s, Japan could grow at 9 per cent per annum and India at 27 per cent. 

McKinsey reported in August 2016 that women contribute only 17 per cent of India’s GDP, and 
estimates that India could add $700 billion to its GDP in 2025 by closing this gap. 

Formulating a National Urban Policy 
Background: 

India is in the midst of a major urbanization boom. 

As per Census 2011, 377 million Indians comprising 31.1% of the total population lived in urban 
areas. This is estimated to have risen to 420 million in 2015 (UN-Habitat “World Cities Report 
2016”). 

India’s level of urbanization is lower than its peer group of developing countries: China (45%), 
Indonesia (54%), Mexico (78%) and Brazil (87%). 

Going ahead, by 2030, India’s urban population is projected to increase to 600 million. 

Issues: 

Indian cities face challenges in terms of deficits in infrastructure, governance and sustainability. 
With rapid urbanization, these problems are going to aggravate, and can cumulatively pose a 
challenge to India’s growth trajectory. 

AMRUT- Government inititatives: 

Keeping in mind the above challenges, the government launched the Atal Mission for 
Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation (Amrut)) as a step towards harnessing the 
agglomeration economies of the urban centres and making cities engines of growth. 

The mission lays emphasis on creating infrastructure, improving service delivery, making cities 
smarter for improved livelihood and providing for faster and integrated mobility. 

It envisages convergence across various initiatives such as Amrut, Smart Cities, Hriday (National 
Heritage City Development and Augmentation Yojana), Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana and 
Swachh Bharat. 

Let the chips fall where they may 

The Hindu 

Hardly a game changer 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/let-the-chips-fall-where-they-may/article22725415.ece
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The Hindu 

Status of health 

The Hindu 

Big Data, Large concerns 

Indian Express 

The great Artificial Intelligence challenge 

Livemint 
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Important News from The Hindu: 
• India, UAE to deepen strategic ties, counter terror 
• [Important for: IP, IR] 

• Inter-govt. defence deals gain traction 
• [Important for: Defence] 

• Cryptocurrency: ‘trustless’ nature irks regulators 
• [Important for: Economy, Business] 

• NITI bats for separate debt office at Centre 
• [Important for: Economy] 

 

11 FEB  

Important News from The Hindu: 
• The Indian hand in a French satellite 
• [Important for: Science & Tech.] 

• IISc team identifies an early-stage biomarker for 
Alzheimer’s 

• [Important for: Health & Medicine] 

• Mitochondria: Immigrants that add power to the 
mother’s cells 

• [Important for: Biotechnology] 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/hardly-a-gamechanger/article22725419.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/states-of-health/article22725411.ece
http://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/right-to-privacy-justice-krishna-committee-information-theft-big-data-large-concerns-506003
http://www.livemint.com/Opinion/hWVPSuBPeLKVyUkKdYLMQL/The-great-artificial-intelligence-challenge.html
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/india-uae-to-deepen-strategic-ties-counter-terror/article22725479.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/inter-govt-defence-deals-gain-traction/article22725469.ece
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• IGIB researchers partially reverse a rare disorder 
• [Important for: Health & Medicine] 

• IACS’ new source of white light 
• [Important for: Science & Tech.] 

• Narendra Modi meets President Mahmoud Abbas on 
historic visit to Palestine 

• [Important for: IP, IR] 

• The rise and fall of cryptocurrencies 
• [Important for: Economy] 

All India Radio News Summary : 11 FEBRUARY 2018 
 

1. Prime Minister held wide-ranging talks with Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi 

The two countries signed five agreements related to energy sector, railways, manpower and 
financial services. 

• These include a historic pact awarding a consortium of Indian oil companies a 10 per cent 
stake in offshore oil concession. 

• This is the first Indian Investment in upstream oil sector of UAE, transforming the 
traditional buyer-seller relationship to a long-term investor relationship. 

• To cooperate in the field of manpower, India and the UAE signed an agreement that aims 
to institutionalize the collaborative administration of contractual employment of Indian 
workers in the Gulf country. 

• A MoU for technical cooperation in railways was also signed between the two sides. The 
MoU aims at cooperation in infrastructure sector especially railways. 

• To deepen bilateral cooperation in the field of finance, an MoU between Bombay Stock 
Exchange and Abu Dhabi Securities Exchange was also signed. 

• It aims at enhancing cooperation between the countries in financial services industry. 
• Prime Minister witnessed the ground-breaking ceremony of the first Hindu temple in Abu 

Dhabi. 

2. Election Department of Tripura has launched a mobile app, named ‘Tripura 
Assembly Election 2018’ 

Election Department of Tripura has launched a mobile app, named ‘Tripura Assembly Election 
2018’ after the approval of Election Commission of India. 

• With this app voter quoting their EPIC number can know about the profile of his or her 
polling booth, where it is located, how to reach and duration of casting vote. 

• The app can be downloaded from Google play store. 

3. Unique Identification Authority of India asks government departments not to deny 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-features/tp-sci-tech-and-agri/igib-researchers-partially-reverse-a-rare-disorder/article22718802.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-features/tp-sci-tech-and-agri/iacs-new-source-of-white-light/article22718788.ece
http://www.livemint.com/Politics/9ysHkZAVrij2eBeHaSlhzI/Narendra-Modi-arrives-in-Palestine-on-a-historic-visit.html
http://www.livemint.com/Politics/9ysHkZAVrij2eBeHaSlhzI/Narendra-Modi-arrives-in-Palestine-on-a-historic-visit.html
http://www.livemint.com/Money/TffWlGIPBRlzIWikQtl9uL/The-rise-and-fall-of-cryptocurrencies.html
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essential services and benefits to genuine beneficiaries for want of Aadhaar 

Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI) has asked the government departments, 
Ministries and State governments to ensure that no essential service or benefit should be denied 
to a genuine beneficiary for want of Aadhaar. 

• The authority said, it has taken a serious note of some of the cases reported in media 
about the denial of essential services like hospitalization or medical help. 

• It said, such claims of denial are being investigated by the concerned agencies and strict 
action will be taken in case denial had occurred. 

• It said, Aadhaar is meant to bring transparency and accountability in public service 
deliveries through effective use of technology and it should not be misused and made an 
excuse to deny services. 

4. In Sri Lanka, the alliance backed by former President Mahinda Rajapakse has 
claimed victory at the Local Government elections 

• The anti-government results will be a big setback for the unity government led by 
President and Prime minister while it will ensure a political comeback for former 
President. 

• Rajapakse is leading a divided faction of President’s party and has campaigned for an 
opposition alliance. 

5. Cyclone Gita – Tonga 

Tonga is today braced for very destructive winds as Cyclone Gita took aim at the Pacific island 
nation a day after it wreaked havoc in Samoa. 

The kingdom’s tropical cyclone centre has been activated and Red Cross, which is coordinating 
relief supplies, has warned islanders to be prepared.  

 

10 FEB  

Important News from The Hindu: 
• Maldives crisis: India in touch with U.S., China 
• [Important for: IP, IR] 

• ‘We need India’s help to solve the impasse’ 
• [Important for: IP, IR] 

• No fiscal incompetence: Jaitley 
• [Important for: Economy] 

All India Radio News Summary: 09 FEBRUARY 2018 
 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/maldives-crisis-india-in-touch-with-us-china/article22709723.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-international/we-need-indias-help-to-solve-the-impasse/article22709689.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/no-fiscal-incompetence-jaitley/article22709714.ece
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1. Prime Minister embarked on a 4-day visit to Palestine, the United Arab 
Emirates and Oman 

This is the first ever visit by an Indian Prime Minister to Palestine and Oman and the second visit 
to UAE. 

• This region is a key priority in India’s external engagement and the visit will strengthen 
India’s growing and important ties with West Asia and the Gulf region. 

• PM reaffirmed India’s support for the Palestinian people and the development of 
Palestine. 

• UAE is a valued strategic partner with whom India has fast-tracked cooperation in all 
major spheres including economy, energy, high technology and security. 

• Oman is a close maritime neighbour with whom India enjoys excellent relations. 
• The India-Palestine bilateral trade stands at around 40 million US dollars. 
• Automotive spare parts, tourism, agro-products, textiles, fabrics and pharmaceuticals are 

some of the areas of interest to Indian manufacturers and exporters. 
• Apart from strong political support to the Palestinian cause at bilateral and international 

levels, India has been extending various forms of economic assistance to Palestine. 
• New Delhi has, so far, extended budgetary and project support of over 60 million dollars. 
• Besides, Indian arts and culture, especially Bollywood movies, are very popular in this 

West Asian country 

2. Competition Commission of India imposed a fine of around 136 crore rupees on 
search engine major Google 

The Competition Commission of India has imposed a fine of around 136 crore rupees on search 
engine major Google for unfair business practices in the Indian market for online search. 

• Passing the order on complaints, filed in 2012, the regulator said the penalty is being 
imposed on Google for infringing anti-trust rules. 

• It was alleged that Google is indulging in abuse of its dominant position in the market for 
online search through practices leading to search bias and search manipulation, among 
others.   

3. Supreme Court directed the Uttar Pradesh government to file within four weeks a 
vision document for protection and preservation of the Taj Mahal 

The apex court directed the state government to explain why there was a sudden flurry of 
activities in and around the Taj Mahal and the Taj Trapezium Zone (TTZ) and why leather 
industries and hotels were coming up there. 

• TTZ is an area of about 10,400 sq kms spread over the districts of Agra, Firozabad, 
Mathura, Hathras and Etah in Uttar Pradesh and Bharatpur in Rajasthan. 

• The court was hearing a plea filed by an Environmentalist seeking protection of the Taj 
from the ill-effects of polluting gases and deforestation in and around the area. 

• The Taj Mahal is a UNESCO World Heritage Site. 

4. Power Minister launched a web-based monitoring system and a fly-ash mobile 
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application 

The mobile app will act as an interface between producers and consumers. 

• The ASH TRACK Mobile App will manage 200 million tonnes of fly ash by tracking 
coal based power plants situated within 100 km and 300 km from given location and 
availability of fly ash. 

• The App gives plant-wise, utility-wise and State-wise ash utilisation status in the country. 
• At present 63 per cent of the fly ash is being utilised and target is 100 per cent utilisation. 

5. PyeongChang Winter Olympics 

• This is the first time that South Korea is hosting the Winter Games. 
• Athletes from 92 countries and territories are taking part in the Olympics.   
• North Korea has also sent athletes to the Olympics in response to an appeal by South 

Korean President, who wants to promote inter-Korean dialogue. 
• In women’s ice hockey, the 2 Koreas have formed their first joint team in Olympic 

history. 

6. ‘Healthy States, Progressive India Report’ – Niti Aayog 

NITI Aayog launched the ‘Healthy States, Progressive India Report’. 

• Kerala, Punjab and Tamil Nadu have ranked top among the larger states in terms of 
overall performance. 

• Jharkhand, Jammu and Kashmir and Uttar Pradesh are at top in the terms of annual 
incremental performance.  

• The report said common challenges for the states is to address vacancies in key staff, 
establishment of Cardiac Care Units and quality accreditation of public health facilities. 

7. Government health expenditure has increased by 8 per cent 

Union Health Minister said the government health expenditure has increased by 8 per cent from 
around 1.30 lakh crore rupees in 2013-14 to 1.40 lakh crore rupees in 2014-15. 

• Under the National Health Policy-2017, the government has decided to raise the health 
expenditure to 2.5 per cent of the GDP by 2025. 

• It also envisages that States contribute at least 8 per cent of their total government health 
expenditure. 

+++++++++ 

US blocks India’s request at WTO for JNNSM related dispute 

Key pointers: 

• The US has blocked India’s first-time request for the establishment of a panel to settle a 
dispute on whether the country complied with a World Trade Organisation (WTO) ruling 
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against domestic sourcing of solar cells and modules mandated in its national solar power 
generation programme. 

• Canada and the EU supported India’s call for a compliance panel. 
• The US continued to disagree with India’s claims of compliance and reiterated its right to 

use WTO procedures for retaliation . 
• New Delhi is seeking the establishment of a compliance panel again as the WTO rules 

don’t allow any country to block a second request. 

Background: 

The DSB, in 2016, had ruled in favour of a US complaint against the requirement that power 
producers under JNNSM should compulsory procure a part of solar panels and modules for their 
projects from local producers as it argued that the provision discriminated against foreign 
producers.  

US blocks India’s request for WTO compliance panel on solar dispute 

Canada, EU back India; New Delhi to make a request again  

“The US continued to disagree with India’s claims of compliance and reiterated its right to use WTO 
procedures for retaliation while also noting it remained open to work with India for a bilateral 
resolution,” a Geneva-based trade official told BusinessLine. 

https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/todays-paper/tp-news/article22710284.ece 

 

Health Index Report by NITI Aayog 

Key pointers: 

• Kerala, Punjab and Tamil Nadu were the top rankers in NITI Aayog’s latest Health Index 
report. 

• NITI Aayog has for the first time, attempted to establish an annual systematic tool to 
measure and understand the heterogeneity and complexity of the nation’s performance in 
the health sector. 

• The document has been developed by NITI Aayog with technical assistance from the 
World Bank and in consultation with the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare. 

• The report indicates that Jharkhand, Jammu and Kashmir and Uttar Pradesh showed the 
maximum improvement in indicators such as Neonatal Mortality Rate, Under-five 
Mortality Rate, full immunisation coverage, institutional deliveries, and People Living 
with HIV (PLHIV) on Anti-Retroviral Therapy (ART). 

• Common challenges for most States and Union Territories include the need to focus on 
addressing vacancies in key staff, establishment of functional district cardiac care units, 
quality accreditation of public health facilities and institutionalisation of human resources 
management information system. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/kerala-punjab-tn-in-good-
health/article22709699.ece 

https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/todays-paper/tp-news/article22710284.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/kerala-punjab-tn-in-good-health/article22709699.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/kerala-punjab-tn-in-good-health/article22709699.ece
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Important News from The Hindu: 
• SC flags exclusions under Aadhaar 
• [Important for: Polity] 

• Rafale deal: Jaitley counters opposition 
• [Important for: Polity] 

• India rejects Maldives offer to send envoy 
• [Important for: IP, IR] 

********   

India and It’s Neighbors 
Introduction: 

India’s salience in global matters has grown over time. 

• The presence of 10 leaders from the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) at 
India’s Republic Day celebrations. 

• The visit of Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu to India 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/for-here-or-to-go/article22709682.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/testing-the-diagnosis/article22709678.ece
http://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/an-unethical-place-business-corruption-pri9vate-sector-informal-transparency-5057835/
http://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/budget-2018-arun-jaitley-highlights-gst-tax-revenue-economic-development-revolution-and-regression-5057831/
http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/article22697854.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/sc-flags-exclusions-under-aadhaar/article22697092.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/rafale-deal-jaitley-counters-opposition/article22697088.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/india-rejects-maldives-offer-to-send-envoy/article22697094.ece
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• Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s latest visit to the United Arab Emirates (UAE), Oman 

and Palestine. 

India now need to contemplate and reflect deeply on what is happening in our immediate 
neighbourhood. 

In the vicinity: 

Far more than East, South-east Asia, or West Asia, it is India’s immediate neighbourhood that 
directly impacts it geopolitically, geo-strategically and geoeconomically.  
Whatever be the ambit of India’s reach elsewhere, India’s principal focus should be on its 
neighbourhood. 

In West Asia: 

India still possesses enough leeway to engage in skilful manoeuvre around contentious issues in 
West Asia.  

• India successfully handled an Israeli Prime Minister’s visit to India just prior to Mr. 
Modi’s visit to Palestine, and yet avoid a negative fallout.  

• Mr. Modi, during his Palestine visit concluded as many as six agreements and express the 
hope that Palestine would soon emerge as a sovereign independent country in a peaceful 
manner without having to specifically refer to a “united” and “viable” Palestine. 

• With the UAE, trade and economic ties along with counter-terror aspects have improve 
over time.  

• With Oman, an established friend, the option of closer naval co-operation and of reaching 
an agreement to give the Indian Navy access to Duqm port should be explored. 

In South Asia: 

Nepal and Bangladesh: 

• India needs to contemplate ways to deal with a new government in Nepal (comprising the 
Left Alliance of the CPN-UML and the CPN-Maoist Centre).  

• India also needs to now contemplate the prospect of prolonged unrest and possibly 
violence, both communal and terror-related, in neighbouring Bangladesh, prior to 
scheduled elections in 2019.  

Dealing with both Nepal and Bangladesh will need closer monitoring. 

In Maldives: 

An imminent challenge for India is to sort out the imbroglio in the Maldives which is threatening 
to spill out of control.  
India cannot afford not to be directly engaged in finding a proper solution. 

Relations between India and the Maldives have undergone significant changes since the days of 
former President Maumoon Abdul Gayoom.  
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• After the Maldivian Democratic Party, headed by former President Mohamed Nasheed, 

came to power, for the first time anti-Indian forces within the Maldives gained some 
support.  

• Under the current President, Abdulla Yameen Abdul Gayoom, anti-Indian tendencies 
have steadily increased and there has been a pronounced tilt in favour of China.  

• The free trade agreement that the Maldives signed recently with China has been 
providing China with an excellent opportunity to enhance its influence and retain de facto 
possession of the Southern Atolls in the Maldivian archipelago. 

• With the U.S. taking a step back, China has begun to display a great deal of interest in the 
area. 

The Maldives today occupies a crucial position along the main shipping lanes in the Indian 
Ocean.  
India cannot, hence, afford to remain idle and must come up with an answer soon enough that is 
consistent with its strategic interests.  

Reference article: Maldives in the midst of deep political crisis 

Across the border: 

Pakistan and Afghanistan, similarly demand our focussed attention. 
India should act with a sense of responsibility expected of a regional superpower. 

Pakistan: 

• India is facing a daily haemorrhaging of human lives due to cross border firing and 
terrorist violence from Pakistan.  

• In spite of its internal political crisis, and U.S. President Donald Trump’s threatening 
Pakistan with dire consequences if it failed to amend its ways, Pakistan shows no sign of 
altering its anti-India trajectory.  

Afghanistan: 

Issues- 

• The daily massacre of innocents, men, women and children, civilian officials and military 
personnel, experts from several countries and diplomats, marks the start of the complete 
collapse of a system of governance. 

• Despite periodic optimistic forecasts of the Taliban being in retreat, terrorists under 
check, and that the Afghan government is still in charge, Afghanistan’s position today is 
the worst ever since the 1970s.  
This January, the capital city of Kabul witnessed one of the worst ever incidents of 
violence anywhere, in which over 100 civilians were killed following a series of terror 
strikes.  

The prolonged period of chaos demonstrates that the Afghan state has virtually disintegrated. 

As a regional power, India has significant stakes in Afghanistan.  

• New Delhi has spent over $2 billion in providing humanitarian assistance to Afghanistan. 

https://iasbaba.com/2018/02/iasbabas-daily-current-affairs-prelims-mains-focus-8th-february-2018/


RESEARCHER & COORDINATOR:  VIKAS ARORA 
• India’s true stake lies in sustaining the future of the Afghan state.  

Absence of peace in Afghanistan will only revive memories of the worst days of the 
Afghan jihad in the 1980s and 1990s.  

• If Afghanistan were to cease to exist, its civilisational links with India would also 
evaporate.  

For a variety of reasons, therefore, India cannot allow Afghanistan to collapse or cease to exist as 
a state in the modern sense.  
This is something that demands India’s critical attention, and specially for a display of its 
leadership skills. 

Conclusion: 

The outcome of the Israel-Palestine conflict, the turmoil in the East and South China Seas, or 
other big-ticket issues across the world are important, but it is South Asia and the neighbourhood 
that demands our concentrated attention.  
Only after India actively involves in ensuring that the region is at peace and functions in 
conformity with its world view, the claims to its leadership will sound justifiable. 

Connecting the dots: 

• For India to gain leadership position in global affairs, it is required that our foreign policy 
is reframed so as to priorities our neighborhood. 

***********   

Economic Survey 2016-17 on Misallocation of centrally 
sponsored schemes (CSS) 
Weakness of existing welfare schemes such as misallocation, leakages and exclusion of the poor. 
Introduction: 

Economic Survey 2018 has highlighted the weakness of existing welfare schemes which are 
riddled with misallocation, leakages and exclusion of the poor.  It has pushed the case for 
implementing UBI to weed out these problems. 

The below article analyzes the following – 

• Weakness in resource allocation of centrally sponsored schemes (CSS) – especially 
misallocation of the government’s resources across different districts. 

• What explains this misallocation of resources across districts? 
• What are the consequences of such misallocation of resources? 

District-wise spending of the below provided six top CSS (for FY16) which accounts for more 
than 50% of total CSS spending has been analyzed in order to check if indeed there is 
misallocation of the government’s resources. 

1. Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme (MGNREGS) 
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2. Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA) 
3. Mid Day Meal Scheme (MDM) 
4. Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY) 
5. Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana (PMAY) and 
6. Swachh Bharat Mission (SBM) 

What are the consequences of such misallocation of resources? 

According to the Survey, misallocation of funds may lead to exclusion error. 

For instance, in MGNREGA scheme – 

• If a district’s share of total spending is greater than its share of total poor, it is classified 
as a “surplus district”, otherwise a “deficit district”. 

• In this scheme because of misallocation, many of the rich districts are in “surplus”, while 
majority of the poor districts are in “deficit”. 

 

The way ahead: 

First, there is a need to rationalize existing welfare schemes. 

• The Union government at present runs hundreds of social welfare schemes (675 Central 
sector schemes as per Budget 2017-18). 

• A large majority of these are small in terms of allocation with the top six to seven 
schemes accounting for about 50% of total welfare spending. 

• On top of this there are thousands of other schemes that different state governments run. 
• Implementing such a large number of schemes efficiently, specially by states with weak 

administrative capacity, puts a tremendous burden on states. 

The B.K. Chaturvedi committee report (2011) had observed that – 

• Welfare and other such schemes should either be weeded out or merged for convergence 
with larger sectoral schemes or be transferred to states, which can then continue with 
these schemes based on their requirements. 

• Small outlays anyway do not achieve the objective of making an impact across the states. 

Second, Economic survey proposes for UBI, in place of many of the existing schemes. 

******   
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